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BABY  FOODS 

NEW  REGIONAL  OFFICE 
AT  MANCHESTER 

For  all  Trade  Enquiries 

Our  new  Manchester  Regional  Office  is  now 
open  in  addition  to  our  present  one  in  Wembley. 


Manchester  Office 

Brown  &  Poison  Limited,  c/o  Springfields 
Warehouse,  Wharfage  Company  Limited, 
Storage  House,  Trafford  Park  Road, 
Manchester  17.  Tel :  Trafford  Park  4620  or  4629. 
Covers:  Lincolnshire,  Cheshire,  Lancashire, 
Yorkshire,  Durham,  Westmorland,  Cumberland, 
Northumberland,  Flintshire,  Denbighshire, 
Merioneth,  Caernarvon ;  Scotland  and  Northern 
Ireland. 

Wembley  Office 

Brown  &  Poison  Limited,  Beresford  Avenue, 
Wembley,  Middlesex.  Tel:  Wembley  8808. 
Covers:  Greater  London,  Cornwall,  Devon, 
Somerset,  Wiltshire,  Dorset,  Hampshire, 
Berkshire,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Kent,  Essex, 
Hertfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Oxfordshire, 
Gloucestershire,  Bedfordshire,  Cambridge, 
Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Huntingdon,  Leicestershire, 
Northamptonshire,  Rutland,  Nottinghamshire, 
Derbyshire,  Herefordshire,  Worcestershire, 
Warwickshire,  Staffordshire,  Shropshire, 
Radnor,  Montgomery,  Cardiganshire, 
Carmarthen,  Pembrokeshire,  Brecknock, 
Monmouthshire,  Glamorganshire. 
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This  is  why  CODIS  is  widely  prescribed— 


it  dissolves  in  water  for 
quick  relief  and  less  risk 
of  gastric  irritation 

Codis  contains  soluble  aspirin,  phena- 
cetin  and  codeine.  The  reason  why  it  has 
won  general  acceptance  is  that  the  aspirin 
content  is  soluble  and  substantially 
neutral. 

Codis  therefore  acts  quickly  and  is 
far  less  likely  to  irritate  the  stomach  lining. 


This  is  also  true  of  Solprin  —  neutral 
soluble  aspirin. 

Medical  opinion  today  is  overwhelm- 
ingly in  support  of  soluble  aspirin.  This 
is  why  the  chemist  so  often  dispenses 
Solprin  and  Codis. 


SOLPRIN  ■  CODIS 


RECKITT   &  SONS  LTD. 
PHARMACEUTICAL  DEPARTMENT,  HULL 


147 


Chemist 


AND 


Druggist 


Volume  184. 


AUGUST    14,  1965 


No.  4461 


Weights  and  Measures 

LABELLING  OF  PRE-PACKED  GOODS 

THE  Weights  and  Measures  (Exemption)  Order,  1965,  was  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  threepence)  on  August  4. 
To  dispel  any  doubts  about  the  combined  effect  of  the  Order  and  the 
Weights  and  Measures  (Marking)  Regulations,  1964,  the  Board  of  Trade 
issued  an  announcement  concerning  pre-packed  goods  required  to  bear 
indications  of  quantity  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1963. 
They  state  the  position  now  estab 


lished  is  as  follows: — 

(1)  Food  Items  (Schedule  4  of  the  Act). 
The  Exemption  Order  makes  no  differ- 
ence; the  Act  continues  to  require  indi- 
cations of  quantity  irrespective  of  the 
date  when  the  goods  left  the  premises  at 
which  they  were  packed.  Moreover, 
unless  they  left  those  premises  before 
July  31,  1965,  they  must  be  marked  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Marking 
Regulations;  and  after  July  31,  1966, 
they  will  in  any  event  be  required  to  be 
so  marked. 

(2)  Non-food  items  (Schedule  1  of  the 
Act). 

The  Exemption  Order  makes  no  differ- 
ence except  in  the  case  where  the  rele- 
vant goods  had  already  left  the  premises 
where  they  were  packed  before  July  31, 
1965;  in  that  case  the  Order  gives  one 
year's  deferment — i.e.  until  July  31,  1966 
—before  the  Act  will  require  goods  to 
bear  any  indication  of  quantity.  There- 
after, however,  these  items  as  well  as  the 
food  items  will  be  required  to  be  marked 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Mark- 
ing Regulations. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  indicated 
that  they  have  no  intention,  in  relation 
to  any  goods,  of  deferring  any  marking 
requirements  of  either  the  Regulations 
or  the  Act  beyond  July  31. 

Development  Plans 

PROPOSALS  TO  CHANGE  THE  SYSTEM 

PROPOSALS  that  would,  if  adopted, 
fundamentally  change  the  development- 
plan  system  were  made  in  a  report 
"  The  Future  of  Development  Plans  " 
(H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  10s.), 
issued  recently  by  the  Ministry  of  Hous- 
ing and  Local  Government.  The  Plan- 
ning Advisory  Group,  which  makes  the 
report,  proposes  a  system  that  would 
distinguish  between  the  policy  (strate- 
gic) decisions  and  detailed  (tactical)  de- 
cisions. Policy  plans  would  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Minister.  Detailed  local 
plans  would  not.  Local  planning  auth- 
orities would  have  power  to  prepare 
local  plans  in  conformity  with  policies 
laid  down  in  urban  or  county  plans. 
Thus  matters  of  policy  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister,  and  local  plan- 


ning authorities  would  have  much 
greater  responsibility  for  detailed  im- 
plementation. The  Ministry  state  that 
no  change  in  individuals'  rights  would 
result. 

Census  of  Production 

SIMPLIFIED  ARRANGEMENTS  RETAINED 

ARRANGEMENTS  for  the  Census  of 
Production  to  be  taken  in  1966  in 
respect  of  the  year  1965  will  be  on 
similar  lines  to  the  simplified  census 
taken  in  respect  of  the  year  1964.  The 
questions  asked  will  again  relate  only 
to  capital  expenditure  and  to  stocks 
and  work  in  progress.  In  order  to 
make  possible  the  provision  of  separ- 
ate figures  for  Scotland  and  for  Wales 
additional  returns  will  be  required  and 
firms  employing  over  200  persons  in 
those  countries  will  be  approached. 
Census  returns  will  not  be  required 
from  firms  supplying  the  Board  of 
Trade  with  monthly  or  quarterly 
figures  of  stocks  and  capital  expendi- 
ture. 


.4.. 

1 

Export  Efficiency 

A  ROYAL  AWARD  TO  BE  GIVEN 

AN  award,  to  be  styled  the  Queen's 
Award  to  Industry,  is  now  to  be  given 
each  year  to  mark 
industrial  efficiency 
in  exports  and  tech- 
nological achieve- 
ment. The  Awards, 
which  are  being 
strictly  limited  in 
number,  will  be  an- 
nounced annually 
on  April  21,  the 
Queen's  actual 
birthday.  The  cri- 
teria for  the  Award  Design  of  the  <™biem. 
require  that  achievement  should  be 
based  on  visible  exports  and  normally 
on  a  sustained  performance;  recogni- 
tion of  technological  achievement  will 
be  confined  to  fully  developed  com- 
mercial applications  in  industry.  Organ- 
isations may  apply  for  the  Award  on 
the  basis  of  combined  achievement  in 
both  fields.  The  Award  will  be  made 
by  the  Queen  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Prime  Minister  who  will  be 
assisted  by  a  committee.  Further  details 
are  contained  in  a  booklet  published 
by  H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  Is.  9d. 

Toilet  Preparations 

SALES  DURING  MARCH-MAY 

IN  the  three  months  ended  May  31, 
manufacturers'  sales  of  toilet  prepara- 
tions in  the  United  Kingdom  at  £20-4 
millions  were  10  per  cent,  higher,  at 
current    values,    than    in   the  corres- 


EXPORT  EFFORT  OBSERVED:  Sir  Norman  Costar,  British  High  Commissioner,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  watches  pharmaceuticals  being  packed  in  the  factory  of  Glaxo  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex.  With  him  is  Mr.  F.  W.  Anderson,  manager  of  the  factory. 
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ponding  three  months  of  1964;  home 
market  sales  increased  by  11  per  cent., 
and  export  sales  by  2  per  cent.  An 
analysis  of  home  market  sales  showed 
increases  (at  current  prices)  in  all  sec- 
tors. Sales  of  perfumes  and  toilet 
waters,  at  £864,000,  were  up  by  40  per 
cent.,  and  showed  the  greatest  increase. 
Sales  of  hair  preparations,  at  £6-09 
millions,  rose  by  7  per  cent.,  other 
toilet  preparations,  £7-7  millions,  by 
12  per  cent,  and  dental  preparations, 
£3-4  millions,  by  9\  per  cent.  Allowing 
for  an  increase  of  nearly  5  per  cent, 
in  wholesale  prices  of  toilet  prepara- 
tions over  the  past  year,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  volume  of  sales  in  the  three 
months  ended  May  was  about  5  per 
cent,  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Cardiff  Conference 

MORE  PROGRAMME  DETAILS 

THE  following  further  details  of  the 
programme  for  the  British  Pharmaceu- 
tical Conference,  Cardiff.  September 
6-10,  have  been  announced:  — 

MONDAY 

10.45  a.m.  Opening  session.  Conference  chair- 
man (Mr.  T.  C.  Denston)  on  "  Phar- 
macopoeias and  Drug  Standards." 

TUESDAY 

9.30  a.m.    Professional  session.  Mr.  Allen  Ald- 
ington   on    "  The    Pharmacy    as  a 
Centre   of  Health  Information." 
WEDNESDAY 

9.30  a.m.  Symposium  session.  "  The  Safety  of 
Pharmaceutical  Products."  Opening 
papers:  Professor  E.  F.  Scowen  on 
"  Medical  Aspects  ";  Mr.  A.  G. 
Fishburn  on  "Formulation  Aspects"; 
Dr.  D.  C.  Garratt  on  "  Quality 
Control  Aspects." 

THURSDAY 
9.30  a.m.    Conference  lecture.  Professor  W.  W. 

Mushin  (professor  of  anaesthetics, 
Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine. 
Cardiff),  on  "Anaesthesia,  Art  or 
Science  ?  " 

FRIDAY 

9.30  a.m.  Professional  session.  Mrs.  Estelle 
J.  M.  Leigh  on  "  Pharmacy's  Im- 
pact Upon  the  Public." 


IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Unsupervised  Sale 

PHARMACIST  FINED 

A  PHARMACIST  was  ordered  to  pay 
a  total  of  £33  7s.  8d.  in  fines,  expenses 
and  costs  at  Dublin  district  court  on 
July  28  for  permitting  an  unqualified 
person  to  sell  headache  tablets  con- 
taining codeine  phosphate  and  a  cough 
mixture  containing  a  scheduled  poison. 
Through  his  counsel,  Mr.  R.  J.  Patti- 
son,  M.P.S.I.,  4  Albert  Avenue,  Bray, 
co.  Wicklow,  pleaded  guilty  to  three 
offences  under  section  2  of  the  Sale 
of  Poisons  Act,  1870.  They  were  for 
selling  at  29  Tolka  Road,  Dublin,  three 
articles,  each  of  which  contained  a 
scheduled  poison,  none  being  labelled 
with  the  name  and  address  of  the 
seller.  He  also  pleaded  guilty,  under 
section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Amend- 
ment Act,  1890,  to  keeping  open  shop 
for  retailing  poisons  without  person- 
ally managing  or  conducting  the  pre- 
mises or  employing  a  properly  quali- 
fied person  to  do  so.  Counsel  for  the 
Society  said  that  one  of  the  articles, 
sold  in  a  cardboard  container,  was  not 
labelled  with  the  word  "  poison."  On 
May  8  an  inspector  had  called  at  the 
Dublin  premises,  purchased  the  articles 
concerned,  and  revealed  her  identity 
to  the  assistant,  who  admitted  that 
she  was  not  qualified  and  that  there 
had  been  no  qualified  person  on  the 
premises.  The  registrar  of  the  Society 
had  written  to  Mr.  Pattison  on  July 
31.  1964,  stating  that  it  had  been 
brought  to  his  notice  that  the  shop 
was  not  being  properly  supervised,  and 
warning  him  that  unless  he  "  put  his 
house  in  order  the  registrar  would  be 
forced  to  take  action.  The  inspector 
had  called  on  two  consequent  occa- 
sions but  had  not  been  able  to  find  Mr. 
Pattison,  the  same  unqualified  assistant 
being  still  in  charge.  The  inspector 
called  on  Mr.  Pattison  at  his  Bray  phar- 


macy on  August  11  and  warned  him 
that  he  was  not  entitled  to  run  a  second 
pharmacy  unless  he  was  prepared  to 
supervise  it  personally,  or  to  employ 
a  properly  qualified  person.  On  March 
16  the  shop  was  found  to  be  still  with- 
out qualified  supervision.  Following  a 
complaint  from  a  member  of  the  pub- 
lic concerning  the  supply  of  a  pre- 
scription, the  Society  further  investiga- 
ted the  matter  that  was  the  subject  of 
the  proceedings.  Appealing  for  leniency, 
defence  counsel  said  that  Mr.  Pattison 
had  never  previously  come  unfavour- 
ably under  the  notice  of  the  Society. 
The  justice  said  it  was  a  serious  matter 
for  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  to  carry 
on  a  business  in  that  manner. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  REPUBLIC 

The  practice  of  manufacturing  com- 
panies of  delivering  unsolicited  orders 
to  pharmacists  is  deplored  in  a  recent 
statement  by  the  Irish  Drug  Associa- 
tion. The  statement  advises  members  to 
make  their  views  known  when  con- 
tacting representatives  of  companies 
persisting  in  that  type  of  trading. 

OVERSEAS  NEWS 
Graduates'  Oath 

SIR  HUGH  AT  FRENCH  CEREMONY 

SIR  Hugh  Linstead  (president  of  the 
International    Pharmaceutical  Federa- 
tion)  recently   presided   at   the  oath- 
taking   ceremony   for  new  pharmacy 
graduates  at  the  University  of  Mont- 
pellier,   France.   The   oath,   which  is 
taken  before  representatives  of  the  pro- 
fession, the  University  and  the  public, 
binds  graduates  to  respect  the  tradi- 
tions   and    the    ethics    of  pharmacy 
throughout  their  professional  life.  The 
ceremony's  tradition  dates  back  to  the 
twelfth   century   and   was  maintained 
until  1906,  when  it  fell  into  abeyance 
until  it  was  revived  in  1951.  Addressing 
the  graduates  in  French,  Sir  Hugh  Lin- 
stead said  that  the  ceremony  and  the 
oath  should  be  for  all  a  declaration 
of  their  present  evaluation  of  pharmacy 
in  a  world  in  which  the  old  values 
were  in  danger  of  being  replaced  by 
values  that  ignored  the  individual  and 
his  needs  and  rights.  He  regretted  that 
the  demand  for  technicians  and  tech- 
nologists was  causing  universities  and 
polytechnics  to  compromise  to  some 
extent  their  responsibility  for  respect- 
ing the  fundamental  principles  of  edu-  | 
cation.  The  reason  for  the  existence  of  I 
pharmacy,  said  Sir  Hugh,  was  to  serve 
and  protect  men,  women  and  children. 
In  pursuing  that  aim,  pharmacists  con- 
formed to  the  requirements  of  the  law  I 
and  respected  the  conditions  and  the  | 
ethical  code  of  their  profession.  But  1 
if  their  conscience  warned  them  that  I 
the   wellbeing   of   a   patient  required  I 
them  to  take  a  certain  action,  then  I 
they  would  act  accordingly  even  if  by  I 
doing  so  they  seemed  to  defy  the  law 
or  the  collective  conscience  of  their  j 
profession.   The   ultimate  mark  of  a 
professional  man  was  that  face  to  face 
with  the  needs  of  his  client  and  the 
necessity  of  taking  a  decision  that  might 
be  unexpected  or  without  precedent, 
he  would  take  it  finally  on  his  own  I 
responsibility. 


National  labelling  scheme  and 

THE  Consumer  Council  is  launching  a 
national  labelling  scheme  "  to  tell 
people  what  they  need  to  know  about  a 
product  when  they  are  going  to  buy  it." 
The  scheme,  which  is  outlined  in  the 
Council's  annual  report  (H.M.  Station- 
ery Office,  price  3s.),  will  be  based  upon 
the  issue  of  a  "  Teltag  "  label.  Infor- 
mation to  be  shown  on  the  label  will 
deal  with  features  such  as  construction, 
weight,  electrical  rating,  safety  require- 
ments together  with  an  indication  of 
performance  under  standard  test  con- 
ditions. Performance  tests  will  cover 
such  characteristics  as  heat  insulation, 
durability,  and  resistance  to  water,  heat, 
light  or  abrasion.  A  note  on  the  care 
of  the  product  may  be  included  on  the 
label.  To  ensure  that  the  standards 
are  complied  with,  each  manufacturer 
that  voluntarily  adopts  the  label  will 
test  part  of  his  output  and,  addition- 
ally, samples  for  independent  testing 
will  be  taken  on  the  open  market. 
Manufacturers  will  use  the  label  under 
licence.  The  Council  has  already  gained 
experience  with  the  scheme  with  pilot 
items  which  have  included  household 


t  COUNCIL 

views  on  medicines  legislation 

goods  and  photographic  equipment.  The 
system  used,  said  to  have  worked  well, 
comprises  agreement  with  consumer 
organisations  on  the  information  re- 
quired on  the  label,  followed  by  dis- 
cussions with  trade  associations  and 
manufacturers  on  the  practicability  of 
the  suggestions.  The  annual  report  also 
summarises  the  Council's  views  on  new 
medicines  legislation  as  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  Council 
recommended  that  statutory  regulations 
should  be  made  regarding  labelling  with 
dosage,  side  effects,  contraindications 
and  expiry  dates,  and  that  pills  coated 
so  as  to  appeal  to  children  should  not 
be  sold  through  vending  machines  in 
proximity  to  sweets.  Another  recom- 
mendation was  that  medicines  pro- 
vided on  prescription  should  be  subject 
to  the  same  labelling  requirements  as 
those  sold  over  the  counter,  unless  the 
practitioner  specifically  orders  to  the 
contrary.  The  Council  would  like  to 
see  greater  control  over  advertisements 
for  medicines  than  at  present  and  in 
particular  measures  to  check  advertise- 
ments that  are  misleading. 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  British  approved  name  for  poly 
(vinylpyrrolidone)  is  povidone  [correc- 
ted note]. 

Cameras  worth  about  £1,500  were 
stolen  recently  in  a  raid  on  the  phar- 
macy of  Prytherchs,  Ltd.,  82  Castle 
Street,  Hinckley,  Leics. 

A  grant  of  £12,000  from  the  Well- 
come Trust  is  being  used  to  adapt  exist- 
ing research  accommodation  to  provide 
an  extension  to  the  department  of  bio- 
chemistry at  the  University  of  Bristol. 

Lord  Tweedsmuir  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Institute  of  Export  and 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Ford  and  H.  B.  Jackson 
have  been  appointed  Chairman  and 
Vice-chairman  respectively  of  the  Insti- 
tute's council. 

A  special  supplement  to  the  Drug 
Tariff  has  been  issued  concerning  the 
oxygen  therapy  service.  The  supple- 
ment replaces  Part  VII  of  the  Drug 
Tariff,  January  1965,  and  is  effective 
as  from  April  1. 

The  text  of  the  Shops  (Early  Closing 
Days)  Act,  1965,  has  now  been  pub- 
lished (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price 
sixpence).  It  allows  a  shop's  early  clos- 
ing day  to  be  selected  by  its  occupier 
and  enables  him  to  change  it  at  three- 
monthly  intervals  (see  C.  &  D.,  July  3, 
p.  6). 

A  series  of  five  interviews  with  doc- 
tors on  "  What's  Really  Wrong  with 
our  Health  Services?"  is  being  broad- 
cast weekly  in  the  B.B.C.  Home  Ser- 
vice from  August  16.  Subjects  to  be 
discussed  are  general  practice,  hospital 
care,  care  of  the  mentally  sick,  care  of 
the  aged  and  the  chronic  sick,  and  the 
public  health  services. 

The  Minister  of  Health  is  urging  all 
local  authorities  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies, 
which  he  believes  is  now  an  established 
and  well  proven  public  health  measure. 
Facts  about  fluoridation  and  its  effec- 
tiveness in  preventing  dental  decay  are 
contained  in  a  Ministry  booklet  "  Flu- 
oridation "  which  has  been  sent  to  local 
authorities  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  Executive  Council  reports  that 
an  Executive  Council,  after  circularis- 
ing chemists  in  its  area  in  regard  to 
the  revised  oxygen  arrangements,  has 
received  a  letter  from  a  local  chemist 
expressing  the  view  that  the  whole  of 
the  oxygen  services  should  be  under- 
taken as  part  of  the  ambulance  service. 
The  report  adds  "  The  observation  was 
noted." 

An  outbreak  of  cholera-like  disease 
with  heavy  mortality  has  been  reported 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Iran  following 
an  outbreak  of  cholera  in  northern 
Afganistan.  Vaccine  for  Afghanistan  is 
being  supplied  by  the  World  Health 
Organisation  from  its  "  vaccine  bank." 
Persons  intending  to  travel  to  Iran 
should  now  carry  a  valid  international 
certificate  of  vaccination  against 
cholera. 

LOCAL  OFFICERS 

Eastbourne. — Chairman,  T.  G.  Jones;  Vice- 
chairman,  B.  Cozens;  Treasurer,  Miss  E.  Temple; 
Assistant  Secretary,  A.  Laycock;  Secretary,  J.  R. 
Walker,  7  Mortain  Road,  Westham,  Pevensey, 
Sussex. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 
Uncollected  prescriptions 

It  was  reported  last  week  (p.  133)  that  a  question  was  asked  in  the 
House  of  Commons  about  uncollected  prescriptions.  Mr.  R.  F.  Wood 
wanted  to  know  on  what  evidence  the  Minister  of  Health  based  his  esti- 
mate that  only  a  small  number  of  prescriptions  were  left  uncollected.  The 
Minister's  reply  stated  that  it  was  based  on  the  experience  of  a  number  of 
retail  chemists  and  of  a  large  multiple.  The  information  bears  out  my  own 
experience  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  1948. 
The  overall  picture  of  conscientious  collecting  of  dispensed  medicines  sug- 
gests that  there  has  been  some  compelling  reason  for  visiting  the  doctor 
in  the  first  place,  and  that  the  accusations  of  unnecessary  consultation 
may  not  be  justified.  (It  is  by  now  almost  axiomatic  that  it  is  the  other 
fellow  who  wastes  the  time  of  the  doctor.)  The  next  question  the  unfor- 
tunate Minister  may  have  to  grapple  with  is  the  reason  for  the  small 
number  of  prescriptions  not  being  collected.  I  have  frequently  speculated 
on  that  very  point.  One  person  may  have  decided  not  to  return  because 
the  doctor  had  managed  to  convey,  in  the  short  time  at  his  disposal,  that 
there  was  nothing  whatever  to  worry  about.  Another  may  have  felt  so 
much  better,  after  a  good  night's  rest,  that  he  decided  to  allow  nature  to 
deal  with  his  complaint  without  interference.  Yet  another  may  have  suf- 
fered from  an  aggravation  of  his  complaint  and  found  himself  in  hospital. 
There  are  so  many  possibilities,  not  excluding  the  kind  and  discerning 
neighbour  who,  with  keen  insight,  diagnoses  the  condition  as  being  of  the 
same  nature  as  his  (or  her)  own,  and  with  the  greatest  generosity  and 
open-handedness  shares  his  medicine  with  the  afflicted.  I  met  one  such 
recently,  in  circumstances  that  made  complete  nonsense  of  the  intentions 
of  Parliament  in  regard  to  Schedule  4,  and  I  have  more  than  a  suspicion 
that,  in  that  particular  case,  it  will  not  happen  again.  There  remains  the 
likeliest  reason  of  all — a  defective  memory. 

Pharmaceutical  services 

The  report  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
(p.  128)  confirms  the  high  general  standard  of  the  pharmaceutical  services. 
1  note  that  there  were  three  complaints  from  members  of  the  public  in 
regard  to  the  dispensing  of  proprietary  preparations  supplied  after  expiry 
date.  It  is  most  important  that  dated  preparations  should  be  carefully 
checked  at  the  time  of  dispensing,  for  with  the  greatest  possible  care  in 
checking  stock  there  is  always  the  chance  of  missing  an  out-of-date  pre- 
paration. There  are  so  many  products,  particularly  in  the  voluminous  range 
of  ointments  and  lotions,  that  have  a  "  peak  "  and  then,  when  an  adequate 
stock  has  been  built  up,  wane  in  popularity.  I  have  every  sympathy  with 
those  pharmacists  who  supplied  the  out-dated  products,  but  I  am  a  little 
surprised  that  the  members  of  the  public  took  the  extreme  step  of  report- 
ing the  matter  officially  without  first  drawing  the  attention  of  the  pharma- 
cist to  their  discovery.  With  the  wide  and  still  widening  range  of  antibiotic 
and  corticosteroid  ointments,  the  task  of  date  checking  is  most  time-con- 
suming, but  it  has  to  be  attempted.  The  final  check  at  the  moment  of 
dispensing  should  be  done  on  every  occasion. 

Lister  and  Syme 

The  interesting  article  by  K.  E.  Marsden  on  "A  Hundred  Years  of 
Antiseptics,"  takes  the  form  of  a  tribute  to  loseph  Lister,  whose  contri- 
bution to  modern  surgery  will  always  be  remembered.  Lister,  as  a  young 
man,  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  became  assistant  to  James  Syme,  one 
of  the  greatest  surgeons  Scotland  ever  produced.  Like  many  of  his  time, 
Syme  was  not  the  easiest  of  colleagues,  but  Lister  succeeded  in  winning 
Syme's  approval  both  as  a  surgeon  and  as  his  son-in-law.  Syme  was  a  keen 
student  of  chemistry  in  his  early  years,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
discovered  the  secret  of  waterproofing  cloth.  The  discovery,  as  often  hap- 
pens, was  commercially  exploited  by  someone  else.  But  if  this  were  a 
just  world  we  should  carry  a  syme  in  showery  weather — not  a  mackintosh. 
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WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  ORDER 

Debate  in  House  of  Commons 


A  DISCUSSION  on  the  Weights  and 
Measures  (Exemption)  Order,  1965  (see 
C.  &  D.,  July  3,  p.  1)  was  initiated  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  July  29 
when  Mr.  George  Darling  (Minister 
of  State,  Board  of  Trade)  sought  ap- 
proval of  the  Order  that  had  been 
before  Parliament  on  June  24.  He  said 
the  need  for  it  arose  from  an  unfore- 
seen defect  in  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act,  1963.  If  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  did  not  ap- 
prove the  Order,  a  large  number  of 
shopkeepers  would  be  in  serious  diffi- 
culties. They  would  almost  certainly 
be  committing  offences  under  the  Act, 
rendering  them  liable  to  prosecution 
proceedings.  The  regulations  approved 
under  the  Act  came  into  operation 
on  July  31,  and  from  that  date  all 
goods  (mainly  toilet  preparations, 
soaps,  detergents,  paints  and  so  on) 
covered  by  the  Order  would  require 
to  be  marked  with  a  net  weight  or 
a  net  measure  of  contents.  As  the  pre- 
sent regulations  were  framed  the  net 
weight  or  net  measure  requirements 
applied  both  to  manufacturers  and  to 
retailers  and  that  meant  that  the  manu- 
facturers were  not  required  by  law 
to  mark  their  products  until  after  July 
31,  though  many  companies  had  anti- 


cipated the  deadline  and  had  already 
been  marking  net  weights  on  their  con- 
tainers for  some  time.  It  could 
happen  that,  in  an  extreme  case,  a 
shopkeeper  might  receive  supplies  of 
unmarked  goods  on  Friday,  July  30, 
still  within  the  terms  of  the  regula- 
tions, yet  if  he  sold  them  on  the  follow- 
ing Monday  still  unmarked  he  would 
be  breaking  the  law.  Manufacturers, 
Mr.  Darling  pointed  out,  would  get 
no  relief  from  the  new  Order.  From 
July  31  they  would  have  to  mark  the 
containers  of  their  products.  He 
thought  manufacturers  who  had  been 
marking  their  products  for  some 
months  had  a  real  sense  of  being  un- 
fairly treated  under  the  Order.  A  wide 
range  of  properly  marked  goods  were 
in  the  shops  already.  As  the  Order  pro- 
vided one  year's  grace,  it  was  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  vast 
majority  of  shops  would  have  cleared 
their  unmarked  stocks  long  before 
the  Order  expired. 

Sir  Rolf  Dudley  Williams  said  he 
had  received  complaints  that  shop- 
keepers might  not  find  it  possible  to 
guarantee  to  get  rid  of  their  stocks  of 
unmarked  goods  by  July  31,  1966.  Had 
the  trade  organisations  satisfied  the 
Minister  of  State  that  the  period  was 


PREMISES  AT  FIRST-FLOOR  LEVEL 

Features  of  a  new  pharmacy  at  Cambuslang 


GLEN  Chemists  have  established  in 
one  of  the  most  modern  Scottish  shop- 
ping precincts  at  Cambuslang,  Lanarks, 
a  pharmacy  that  is  unusual  in  being 
located  in  the  first  tier  of  a  multi-story 
building.  The  former  northern  side  of 
the  town  has  been  gutted  and  rebuilt 
by  the  county  council  and  the  precinct 
now  completed  has  two  tiers  of  shops, 
one  reached  from  the  higher  level  of 
the  main  street  and  the  other  from  a 
lower  plaza  level.  The  shops,  uniform 
in  planning  and  design,  have  been 
allocated  largely  to  former  tenants  in 
the   main   street,   though   some  new- 


comers, including  this  pharmacy,  have 
been  accommodated.  For  a  pharmacy 
the  location  is  excellent,  adjoining  a 
community  surgical  consulting  centre 
that  is  a  feature  of  the  development 
scheme. 

Glen  Chemists  is  a  joint  promotion 
of  Messrs.  D.  H.  Munro,  Dalmarnock 
Road,  Glasgow,  and  I.  Monachan, 
Larkhall,  who  together  acquired  the 
pharmaceutical  business  of  A.  Rankine, 
Blantyre,  Lanarks,  a  year  ago  and  have 
launched  Glen  Chemists.  Laid  out  on 
self-service  lines,  the  pharmacy  is  the 
only  one  in  the  area. 


adequate  ?  He  saw  no  justification  for 
having  a  limited  date  by  which  the 
goods  must  be  sold.  Mr.  Geoffrey 
Rhodes  said  that  if  Sir  Rolf's  proposi- 
tion were  accepted,  implementation  of 
the  measure  would  be  delayed.  Inade- 
quate labelling  of  prepacked  goods  had 
resulted  in  housewives  being,  "  from 
the  point  of  view  of  consumer  protec- 
tion," in  a  weak  position  for  a  long 
time.  So  far  as  he  was  aware  the  Co- 
operative societies  had  made  no  formal 
representations  pleading  for  the  delay 
of  one  year. 

Hard  to  Understand 

Mr.  David  Price  was  of  the  opinion 
that  a  delay  of  six  months,  or  until 
the  end  of  1965,  would  have  been 
sufficient,  whilst  Mr.  John  Hall  found 
it  hard  to  understand  why  manufac- 
turers, distributors,  wholesalers  and  re- 
tailers had  not  got  together  on  the 
matter  some  time  ago.  He  thought 
that  the  retail  and  wholesale  organisa- 
tions could  have  made  it  clear  to 
manufacturers  that  they  could  receive 
only  marked  goods  because  otherwise 
they  would  be  subject  to  certain  penal- 
ties. Mr.  Darling  pointed  out  that, 
by  July  1966,  markings  on  containers 
would  have  to  be  effected  according 
to  the  terms  laid  down  in  the  Act  and 
Regulations.  Those  concerned  would 
be  informed  in  plenty  of  time,  and  if 
they  had  to  have  clearance  sales  to  get 
rid  of  unmarked  stocks  then  shop- 
keepers and  consumers  would  benefit. 
Mr.  Darling  later  pointed  out  that 
the  new  Order  affected  toilet  prepara- 
tions, and  there  would  be  enormous 
difficulties  if  the  retailer  were  com- 
pelled to  mark  any  unmarked  products. 
He  would  have  enormous  difficulty  in 
getting  from  the  manufacturer  con- 
cerned the  appropriate  weight  details. 
The  Order  was  put  forward  by  the 
Government  "  with  great  reluctance." 
He  had  taken  the  view,  "  perhaps  for 
far  too  long,"  that  they  should  stand 
firm  by  the  original  regulations,  "  but 
when  we  saw  more  clearly  the  diffi- 
culties that  retailers  would  be  up 
against  we  reluctantly  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  we  had  to  produce  the 
Order."  It  was  the  only  practical  way 
in  which  shopkeepers'  difficulties  could 
be  dealt  with.  The  Order  was  ap- 
proved. [See  also  p.  147.] 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  East  Suffolk  during  the  year 
ended  March  31,  payments  to  pharma- 
cists amounted  to  £353,607  less  £61,671 
payments  by  patients. 

In  England  during  April  18,814,306 
prescriptions  (12.628,861  forms)  were 
dispensed  at  a  total  cost  of  £9,543,779. 
Average  cost  per  prescription  was 
121 -74a. 

In  Surrey  during  1964  5,944,473  pre- 
scriptions were  dispensed  at  a  total  cost 
of  £3,153,630.  Average  cost  per  pre- 
scription was  127d.  Figures  for  1963 
were  5,927,128,  £2,825,346  and  114-5d. 

In  Glasgow  during  February,  pres- 
criptions from  381,491  forms  were  dis- 
pensed, compared  with  307,402  in 
February  1964.  In  March  406,361  forms 
were  dealt  with,  an  increase  of  97,584 
on  March  1964. 
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EXAMINATION  RESULTS 

Successful  Part  III  candidates 


IN  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemist 
held  during  June,  the  following 
in  the  subjects  indicated  (a  = 
ceutics  III;  c  =  pharmacology 
III). 

BIRMINGHAM 

Blackman,  Catherine  A.  M.,  Wor- 
cester (a,b,c,d) 

Buxton,  R.  J.,  Birmingham 
(a.b.cd) 

Cowern,  Penelope  J.,  Cannock 
(a,b,c,d) 

Crutchley,  P.  E.,  Wednesdfield 

(a.b.c.d) 
Eborall,  Madeline  J.,  Solihull 

(a,b,c,d) 

FahY,  W.  F.,  Birmingham  (b.c.d) 
Freeman,  Sheila  M.,  Birmingham 

(a.b.cd) 
Fry,  J.  H.,  King's  Langley  (a) 
Gribble,  Julia,  Warwick  (a,b) 
Hadley,  June.  Sutton  ColdJield  <a,b) 
Hadley,  M.  P.  J..  Kidderminster 

(a,b) 

Hancox,  Geraldine  B.,  Birmingham 
(b,d) 

Haywood,  A.  J.,  Stourbridge 
(a.b.c.d) 

Jackson,  P.  S.,  Birmingham  (d) 
Jackson,  D.,  Birmingham  (a.b.cd) 
Kasinska,  Elizabeth  J.,  Birmingham 
(a,b) 

Lee,  D.  R.,  Bromsgrove  (a.b.c.d) 
Lewis,  Sian,  Leominster  (b,c,d) 
Lim,  Chin  P.,  Birmingham  (a) 
Lodge,  M.  S.,  Hereford  (a) 
McArdle,  C.  I.,  Solihul  (a.b.d) 
Marris,  Jane,  Solihull  (a.b.cd) 
Milward,  A..  Birmingham  (a.b.cd) 
Parsons,  A.  H..  West  Bromwich 
(a.b.c.d) 

Patel,  Suresh  K.,  West  Norwood 
(a.b.c.d) 

Pemberton,  M.  E.,  Birmingham 
(a,b,c,d) 

Rae,  Ann  W.,  Birmingham  (a.b.cd) 
Richardson,  M.  L.,  Harpenden 
(a.b.d) 

Rodgers,  A.  W.,  Sutton  Coldfield 
(a.c.d) 

Rount,  K.  G.,  Dudley  (a.b) 
Saveker,  P.  P.,  Birmingham 

(a,b,c,d) 
Shorthouse,  P.  J.,  Stourbridge 

(a.b.d) 

Starke y,  Judith  E.,  Coventry 
(a.b.cd) 

Townshend,  E.  G.  J.,  Birmingham 

(a,b,c,d) 
Weeks,  L.,  Birmingham  (d) 
Whitehouse,  D.  J.,  Birmingham 

(a.b.d) 

Wilkes.  J.  A.,  Bromsgrove 
(a.b.cd) 

Wilkins,  D.  V.,  Brighton  (a,b,c,d) 
BRADFORD 

Arnold,  M.  P.,  Stoke  (cd) 
Balodis,  Anita  I.,  Leeds  (a) 
Balodis,  Edith,  Leeds  (a.b.c.d) 
Bellhouse,  Jennifer,  Leeds  (a,b,c,d) 
Benyon,  J.  S.  E.,  Neston  (a,b,c,d) 
Blackledge,  Dilys,  Salford  (b.cd) 
Bloom,  b.  I..  Leeds  (d) 
Cobb.  Wendy  C,  Pontefract 
(a.b.cd) 

Davies,  C.  M.,  Harrogate  (a.c.d) 
Fearon,  P.,  Leeds  (b.c.d) 
Gatley,  F.,  Manchester  (b.c.d) 
Gibson,  Sheila  M.  C,  Bradford 
<b,c,d) 

Gill,  C.  A.,  Keighley  (a.b.cd) 
Gillyet,  D.,  Rochdale  (a.b.c.d) 
Goodwin,  Joan.  Nelson  (a.b.c.d) 
HanrahaN.  J.  M.,  Burnley  (a.b.cd) 
Hanson,  M.  J..  Castleford  (b.c.d) 
Harvey,  D.,  Mexborough  (b.cd) 
Holt,  Florence  M.,  Huddersfield 
(a.b.cd) 


Qualifying  examination  (Part  III) 
candidates  satisfied  the  examiners 
pharmaceutics  II;  b  =  pharma- 
d  =  pharmaceutical  chemistry 

Johnson,  A.,  Leeds  (c,d) 
Kurrino,  R.  E.,  Hull  (a.b.cd) 
Land,  G.  M.,  Scarborough  (a.b.c.d) 
Lea,  I.  S.,  Leeds,  (b.d) 
LivesleY,  J.  G.,  Chesterfield 
(a.b.c.d) 

Mellor,  J.  S.,  Huddersfield  (b.c.d) 
Menzer,  G.  M.,  Leeds  (b.d) 
Neal,  P.  J.  Halifax  (b.d) 
Palethorpe,  Carolyn  M.  W.,  Leeds 
(a.b.d) 

Parker,  M.  D.,  Leeds  (a.b.cd) 
Pearce,  R.  D.,  Leeds  (d> 
Platt,  G.,  Hyde  (a.b.cd) 
Richardson,  D.  J.,  Sheffield  (b.cd) 
Smith,  D.  N.,  Leeds  (d) 
Stanker,  S.,  Leeds  (b.c.d) 
Taylor,  A.  C,  Leeds  (b.c) 
Taylor,  T.  L.,  Leeds  <a,b,c,d) 
Thomas,  H.  A.,  Manchester 
(a.b.cd) 

Thompson,  R.  R.,  Preston  (a.b.cd) 
Waterhouse,  Carolyn  J.,  Maid- 
stone (a,b,c,d) 
Watson,  A.,  Leeds  (a,b,cd) 
Watson,  Hazel.  Nelson  (a.b.cd) 
Webster,  D.,  Oldham  (a.b.c.d) 
Whittaker,  M.  J.,  Rubgy  (a,b,c,d) 
Wood,  J.,  Blackpool  (a,b,c,d) 

BRISTOL 

Anderson,  D.  V.,  Higher  Poynton 
(c,d) 

Barker,  Jennifer  A.,  Cirencester 
(a.b.c.d) 

Beardwell.  D.  W.,  New  Southgate 

(a.b.cd) 
Billington,  J.  R.  d'A.,  Leek 
(b.c.d) 

Brettle,  I.  J.,  Birmingham  (c) 
Bye,  P.  C,  Bristol  (a,b,c,d) 
Cane,  Sarah  P.,  Canterbury  (a.b.c.d) 
Cleverly,  C.  R.,  Cheltenham 

(a.b.cd) 
Collings.  Jane  M.,  Fishponds 

(a.b.cd) 
Davies,  Enid  B.,  Camberwell 
(b.cd) 

Hardy,  M.  K.,  Bristol  (a.b.cd) 
Hatton.  M.  D.,  Chesterfield 
(a.b.cd) 

Henry,  J.  M.,  Marylebone  (a.b.cd) 
James,  J.  M.,  Cheltenham  (a.b.c.d) 
Lister,  Barbara  J.,  Welwyn  Garden 

City  (a.b.c.d) 
Mort,  A.  S.,  Swinton  (a) 
Mutton,  A.  J.,  Yelverton  (a.b.cd) 
Nurani,  S.  S.,  Croydon  (b.d) 
Peach,  Janet  A.,  Birmingham 

(a,b,c,d) 
Pierce,  E.  M.,  Southampton 

(a.b.c.d) 
Polyblank,  P.  E.  Plymouth  (c) 
Powell,  R.  H.  P.,  Bristol  (a.c.d) 
Roberts.  Maureen  E.  A.,  Callington 
(b,c,d) 

Sheffield,  Anne  M..  Leytonstone 
(a.b.c.d) 

Skinner,  D.  A.  J.,  Palmers  Green 

(a.b.c.d) 
Sumar.  A.  S.  L..  Plymouth  (c) 
Todd.  Elizabeth  M..  Bristol  (a,b,c,d) 
Turner,  P.,  Swindon  (a.b.c.d) 
Waterman,  G.  C,  Wembley  Park 
(a.b.c) 

Wedlake,  M.  D.,  Weston-super- 
Mare  (a.c.d) 
White,  A.  R..  Walsall  (a,b,d) 
White.  P.  G..  Watford  (a.b.c.d) 

CARDIFF 

ACE.  S.  J..  Swansea  (a.b.d) 
Bowen,  J.  V.,  Penclawdd  (a.b.c.d) 
Bride.  R.  M.  A..  Cardiff  (b> 
Burden.  Rita  A.,  Cardiff  (b.c.d) 


Daitani,  B.  K..  Cardiff  (a) 
Dovey,  Ann,  Abercarn  (a,b,c,d) 
Hollyman,  P.  A.,  Grcenford 
(a.b.cd) 

Hopkin.  J.  D.  K.,  Swansea  (a,b,c,d) 
Humphreys,  Mary,  Cardiff  (a.b.c.d) 
Jenkins,  Wendy  G.,  Gloucester 

(a.b.cd) 
Jones,  Mary  S.,  Ebbw  Vale 

(a.b.cd) 
Lloyd,  D.  B.,  Cardiff  (a,b,d) 
Lloyd,  Shirley,  Swansea  (a.b.c.d) 
Lodwick,  P.,  Llanelly  (d) 
Mainwaring,  Elizabeth,  Cardiff 

(b.c.d) 

Mawani,  E.  N..  Plymouth  (d) 
Patel,  C.  M..  Cardiff  (a.d) 
Ryan,  J.  H.,  Swansea  (a.b.cd) 
Thomas,  G.,  Pontypool  (a.b.cd) 
Trice,  A.  E.,  Plymouth  (a.b.cd) 
Wootton,  Ann,  Nottingham 
(a.b.cd) 

LEICESTER 

Adams.  S.  M.,  Kennington  (d) 
Ambler,  W.  J.,  Leicester  (b.cd) 
Ashraf,  Z.,  Oxford  (a.b.c.d) 
Averill,  Gillian  M..  Sheffield 

(a.b.c.d) 
Baker,  Cynthia  M.,  Leamington 

Spa  (d) 
Baioo,  P.  R.,  Leicester  (a) 
Brown,  E.,  Coventry  (a.b.cd) 
Brown,  S.  D.,  Birmingham  (b.c.d) 
Challoner,  T.  C,  Leicester  (b.c) 
Chotai,  A.  R.,  Leicester  (c.d) 
Christopher,  Jean  M.,  Leicester 

(a,d) 

Clay,  F.  A.,  West  Hallam  (a,c,d) 
Ellis.  Rosemary,  Stamford 
(a.b.cd) 

Embury,  Patricia,  Stoke-on-Trent 
(b.c.d) 

Emeleus,  R.  A.,  Battle  (b) 
Evans,  Eleri,  Leicester  (a, c.d) 
Green,  Eileen  M.,  Blackpool  (a.cd) 
Hall,  Andrea  E.,  Sheffield  (b.d) 
Hancock,  Margaret  E.,  Chesterfield 
(a.cd) 

Hardy,  Judith  M.,  Sheffield 
(a.b.c.d) 

Herrington,  C.  D.,  King's  Lynn 

(a.b.c.d) 
Jephson,  R.  A.,  Leicester  (c,d) 
Kendrick.  K.  H..  Coalville  (d) 
Marples,  J.  E.,  Chesterfield 

(a.b.c.d) 

Marriott,  B.  G.,  Great  Yarmouth 

(a) 

Milnes,  Penelope  A.,  WelwTn 

Garden  City  (a.b.c.d) 
Pickering.  Celia.  Tibshelf  (a,b,c,d) 
Ridgway,  M.  G.,  Rugby  (a.b.cd) 
Roberts,  D.  K.  W.,  Rhyl  (a,b,c,d) 
Rosenblatt,  G.  D.,  London,  N.16 

(d) 

Sharpi  es.  Christine  L.,  Manchester 
(a.b.c.d) 

Silverstone,  T.  P.,  Reading  (a.c.d) 
Taylor,  Catherine  M.,  Castleford 

(a.b.c.d) 
Walley,  Kathleen  E.,  Stoke 

(a.b.c.d) 

Ward.  R.  J..  Potters  Bar  (a.b.c.d) 
Whiteside.  P.  M.,  Bridlington 

(a.b.cd) 
Williams,  Ann,  Birmingham 

(a.b.c.d) 
Wilson.  G.  J..  Rugby  (a.c.d) 
Young.  G.,  Peterborough  (a,b,c,d) 

LIVERPOOL 

Birch  ll.  R.  A.,  Hyde  (b.c.d) 
Bladon,  B.  V.,  Salford  (a.b.d) 
Clowes.  Gillian,  Liverpool 
(a.b.cd) 

Collins,  E.  G.,  Birkenhead  (a.b.c) 
Devenish.  Maureen  I.,  Dunstable 

(a.b.cd) 
Fairbrother,  E.  B.,  Liverpool 

(a.b.c.d) 


Gallard,  M.  R.,  Hoylake  (a,c) 
Gore,  D.,  Manchester  (a) 
Jervis,  J.  P.,  Liverpool  (a.b.c.d) 
Johnson,  W.,  King's  Lynn  (a.b.c.d) 
Jones.  M.  I.,  Roby  (a.b.cd) 
Kay,  W.  L.,  Wirral  (a,b,c,d) 
Logan,  G.  S.,  Lymm  (b,c,d) 
McMillan,  S.  J.,  Liverpool 
(a.b.cd) 

Manly-Rollings,  T.,  Wigan  (c.d) 
Mitchell,  N.  K.,  Liverpool 

(a.b.c.d) 
Owen,  G.  H.,  Wirral  (a.b.c.d) 
Parry,  M.  G.,  Rhyl  (a.b.d) 
Rapaport,  A.  R..  Southport  (a.cd) 
Roberts,  Mary  B.,  Wallasey 

(a.b.c.d) 
Ruxton,  M.,  Coventry  (b,c,d) 
Sillars,  Ann  B.,  Wallasey  (a.b.c.d) 
Singer,  L.  I.,  Prestwich  (a.d) 
Spence,  Carole.  Liverpool  (a.b.c.d) 
Teiger,  I.  D.,  Liverpool  (a,b,cd) 
Thompson,  P.  W.,  Warrington 

(a.b.c.d) 

Tuffnell,  T.  W.,  Towyn  (a.b.cd) 
Whittaker,  Carol  E.,  Ashton 
(a,b,c,d) 

PORTSMOUTH 

Akinrimisi,  W.  A.,  Hove  (a,b,c,d) 
Buddhdev,  S.  D.,  Plymouth  (a,b) 
Cooper,  I.  M.  S.,  Whetstone 
(a,b,c,d) 

Dave,  R.  P.,  Bournemouth  (a.b.c.d) 
Dexter,  R.  H.,  Portsmouth  (a.b.cd) 
Gardener,  B,  W.,  Reading  (a.b.cd) 
Gudka,  S.  P.,  Camberwell  (c,d) 
Hewitt,  J.  P.,  Oxford  (a,d) 
Hipkin,  R.  J.,  Norwich  (a.b.c.d) 
Hopkins,  K.  R.  Newhaven  (a.b.cd) 
Miller.  D.  E.,  Poole  (a.b.c.d) 
Parkinson.  Mary  B.,  Southsea  (c,d) 
Pope,  Rosemary  A..  Barnham 
Richmond,  T.  C,  Edgware  (c.d) 
Underhill,  D.  J.,  Saltash  (a,b,c,d) 
Zwickl,  K.  W.,  Minestead  (a.b.c.d) 

SUNDERLAND 
Adebowale,  A.,  Sunderland 
(a.b.c.d) 

Alderson,  D.,  Gateshead  (a,b,c,d) 
Allison,  J.  B.  Sunderland  (cd) 
Arbon,  W.  T.,  Noitingham  (b.c.d) 
Arrowsmith,  Ann,  Wigan  (a.b.cd) 
Atherton,  Margaret  B..  Stockport 
(a,b,c.d) 

Atkinson,  Maureen  E.,  Stockton- 
on-Tees  (a.b.c.d) 
Bachu.  I.  M.,  Paddington  (d) 
Baron.  J.  L.,  Blyth  (a.b.c.d) 
Bell,  Inga  D.,  Consett  (a.b.c.d) 
Blenkinsop,  W.  E.,  Hetton-le-Hole 
(a,b,c.d) 

Brady,  Mary  F.,  St.  Anne's-on-Sea 
(a,b,d) 

Bremner,  Linda  E.,  Chester 
(a,b,c,d) 

Cade,  P.  S.,  Welwyn  Garden  City 
(d) 

Chapman,  Frances  M..  Salford  (d) 
Chatterton,  R.  H.,  Willerby 
(a,b,c,d) 

Chaudhry,  M.  K..  Sunderland  (c) 
Chidarikire,  A.,  Southern  Rho- 
desia (d) 
Curry.  R.,  Consett  (a.b.cd) 
Davies.  L.,  Sunderland  (b.c.d) 
Dew,  Margaret  E.,  Sheffield 

(a.b.c.d) 
Dickinson,  J.,  Morpeth  (b.c.d) 
Farrington,  Hilary  A.,  Manchester 
(a.b.cd) 

Fazalabbas,  H..  Sunderland  (c.d) 
Fletcher,  J.  G..  Washington  (c,d) 
Freilich,  B.,  Finchley  (b.c) 
Furness,  G.  H.,  Consett  (b.c.d) 
Garner,  Dorothy  W.,  Wigan 

(a.b.cd) 
Gent,  D..  Middlesbrough  (b  d) 
Glass.  I.  D.,  Prestwich  (a.b.c.d) 
Glynn,  R.  S..  Sheffield  (a.b.c.d) 
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Hawkins,  Barbara  H.,  Bromley 
(b.cd) 

HBxfll,  Sheila,  Newcastle-on- 

Tyne  (c) 
Kopecky,  Jacqueline  A.  B., 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (b,c,d) 
Lalani,  N.  L.,  Sunderland  (a.b.c.d) 
Lee.  P.  C,  Paddington  (a) 
Leigh,  K.  R.,  Sunderland  (c,d) 
Lim,  E.  T.,  Bloomsbury  (a,b,c,d) 
McBlain,  L.,  Sunderland  (b.c.d) 
Marinan,  G.  F.,  Durham  (a) 
Medd,  A.  J.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 

<a,d) 


Milligan,  A.,  Sunderland  (a.b.c.d) 
Narine,  N.,  Stockwell  (b,c,d) 
Obongo,  J.,  Christchurch  (a,b) 
Palmer,  N..  Sunderland  (b,c,d) 
Patel,  A.  P.,  Sunderland  (d) 
Patel,  D.  B.,  Sunderland  (a.c.d) 
Patel,  D.  N.,  Sunderland  (a.b.c.d) 
Patel,  R.  D.,  Sunderland  (d) 
Patel,  R.  I.,  Sunderland  (c,d) 
Patel,  S.  D.,  Sunderland  (a,b) 
Payne,  Elizabeth  M.,  Barrow-in- 
Furness  (a,b,c,d) 
Peart,  B.  N.,  Chester-le-Sireet 
(a,b,c,d) 


Phtrolino,  V.,  South  Shields 
(a,b,c,d) 

Phelan,  M.  J.,  Sunderland  (a,b,c,d) 
Philip,  E.  M.,  Hebburn  (a,b) 
Pointer,  M.  A.,  St.  Albans  (a,b,c,d) 
Preston,  Kathleen,  Stockport  (c,d) 
Richardson,  G.,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  (a,b,c,d) 
R idg way",  W.,  Crosspool  (a,b,c,d) 
RiGBY,  R.  H.,  Chorley  (a,b,c,d) 
Rodriguez,  H.  F.  V.,  Sunderland 
(c,d) 

Russell,  D.,  Blackhill  (a,b,c,d) 
Rye,  C.  S.,  Beverley  (b,c,d) 


SANNt,  A.  O.,  Sunderland  (a,d) 
Shah,  N.  R.,  Sunderland  (d) 
Simpson,  D.  I.  M.,  Petersfield  (a) 
Upton,  Pamela  C. 

(a,b,c,d) 
Vincenti.  R.  C.  P 

Street  (b,c,d) 
Vivian,  Celia, 

(a.b.c.d) 
Walker,  R.  K 

(a,b,c,d) 

Walton,  M.,  Consett,  co.  Turham 
(a,b,c,d) 

Young,  Anne,  Sunderland  (a,b,c,d) 


Scarborough 
,  Chester-le- 
Newcastle-on- 1  yne 
Darlington 


IN  PARLIAMENT 

By  a  Member  of  the  Press  Gallery,  House  of  Commons 


ADDITIVES  in  food  and  drink  were 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Lords  on 
August  2,  when  Lord  Douglas  asked 
the  Government  how  many  synthetic 
dyes  were  now  permitted  in  articles  of 
food;  when  the  list  had  last  been  re- 
vised, and  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
revise  it  again.  Lord  Champion  (Mini- 
ster without  Portfolio)  said  that  the 
synthetic  colouring  matters  which  might 
be  used  in  food  included  thirty  syn- 
thetic coal  tar  colours  and  those  per- 
mitted natural  colourings  which  could 
be  produced  synthetically.  The  present 
Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations 
were  made  in  1957  and  were  reviewed 
by  the  the  Food  Standards  Committee 
whose  report  was  published  in  July 
1964.  In  the  light  of  the  report's 
recommendations  and  the  comments 
received  on  them,  the  Government  had 
issued  proposals  for  revised  regulations 
on  July  14.  In  the  main,  those  proposals 
followed  the  recommendations  of  the 
Food  Standards  Committee  and  would, 
if  adopted,  reduce  the  number  of  col- 
ours that  might  be  used  in  food.  Lord 
Douglas  then  asked  if  it  was  not  the 
case  that  every  coal-tar  dye  was  sus- 
pected of  being  "  cancer-inducing." 
Lord  Champion  replied  that  the  matter 
had  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
appropriate  committees  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  the  Government  did  not 
feel  there  was  any  danger  in  the  use  of 
those  substances.  He  added :  "  I  must 
admit  that  if  I  were  speaking  person- 
ally I  would  ban  the  lot,  but  I  am  not" 

Dentists'  Pay 

The  Prime  Minister,  in  a  written  re- 
ply on  August  5,  announced  the  Gov- 
ernment's acceptance  of  advice  on  the 
pay  of  general  dental  practitioners 
given  by  the  Review  Body  on  Doctors' 
and  Dentists'  Remuneration.  The  re- 
commendation was  that  the  scale  of 
fees  should  be  adjusted  so  as  to  yield 
general  dental  practitioners  an  average 
net  income  of  £2,950  a  year. 

Whooping-cough  Vaccines 

Mr.  G.  Johnson  Smith  asked  the 
Minister  of  Health,  in  view  of  concern 
about  the  effectiveness  of  pertussis  vac- 
cines, what  steps  he  had  taken,  or  pro- 
posed to  take,  to  ensure  that  current 
vaccines  were  effective  against  prevalent 
strains  of  whooping  cough  in  the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom.  Mr.  C.  Loughlin  (Par- 
liamentary Secretary,  Ministry  of 
Health),  in  a  written  reply  on  August 
5,  said  he  was  aware  of  recent  reports 
that  some  whooping-cough  vaccines  at 
present  in  use  might  not  be  fully  effec- 


tive against  some  of  the  prevalent  types 
of  whooping-cough  organism.  The  mat- 
ter was  being  pursued  in  co-operation 
with  the  Medical  Research  Council, 
with  a  view  to  ensuring  that  the  vac- 
cines issued  should  be  fully  effective 
against  the  disease. 

Preventive  Medicine 

Mr.  E.  S.  Bishop  asked  the  Minister 
of  Health  if  he  was  aware  that  less 
than  5  per  cent,  of  the  National  Health 
Service  budget  was  used  to  prevent 


smaller  quantities  and  of  items  costing 
less  than  two  shillings  if  purchased  at 
the  chemists."  Mr.  Howe  asked  how 
many  prescriptions  were  issued  under 
the  Health  Service  during  each  of  the 
months  from  January  to  May  1965 
and  what  percentage  increase  or  de- 
crease the  figures  showed  over  the  com- 
parable figures  for  1964. 

Mr.  Robinson  provided  the  follow- 
ing figures  in  respect  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  by  chemists  in  England  and 
Wales:  — 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Numbers  of 

prescriptions... 

1964 

19,830,259 

18,396,022 

17,678,895 

17,901,425 

16,971,249 

1965 

18,579,479 

20,775,870 

23,735,830 

20,213,539 

20,632,936 

Percentage  difference  ... 

-6-3% 

+  12-9% 

+  34-3% 

+  12-9% 

+  21-6% 

Total  costs  of 

prescriptions... 

1964 

£9'583m. 

£8- 858m. 

£8- 646m. 

£8- 848m. 

£8- 507m. 

1965 

£9  -600m. 

£10- 344m. 

£11  -779m. 

£10- 297m. 

£10-581m. 

Percentage  difference  ... 

-0-2% 

+  16-7% 

+  36-2% 

+  16-4% 

+  24-4% 

Numbers  of  prescriptions 

perform 

1964 

1-46 

1-44 

1-45 

1-45 

1  44 

1965 

1  45 

1-48 

1-49 

1-49 

1-48 

Frequency     of  prescriptions 

per  patient  in  doctors'  lists 

1964 

0-44 

0-41 

0-39 

0-40 

0-3R 

1965 

0-41 

0-46 

0-52 

0-44 

0-45 

Average  cost  per  prescription  1964 

116-0d. 

115-6d. 

117-4d. 

118-6d. 

120-3d. 

1965 

124-0d. 

119-5d. 

119  Id. 

122- 3d. 

123-  Id. 

sickness  and  that  10  per  cent,  of  adults 
needed  medical  attention,  yet  did  not 
heed  warning  signs.  He  asked  the  Min- 
ister to  ensure  that  more  emphasis 
was  given  to  preventive  medicine.  Mr. 
Kenneth  Robinson  (Minister  of 
Health),  in  a  written  reply  on  August 
5,  said  that  no  reliable  estimate  could 
be  made  of  expenditure  on  preventive 
medicine  that  might  extend  from  actual 
prevention  to  early  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment. The  importance  of  preventive 
medicine  in  both  cases  was  recognised, 
and  it  was  his  policy  to  encourage  its 
development  in  all  branches  of  the 
National  Health  Service. 

Prescriptions 

Mr.  R.  E.  G.  Howe  (Bebington)  asked 
Mr.  Robinson  what  changes  there 
had  been  in  the  type  and  cost  of  drugs 
and  similar  preparations  being  pre- 
scribed since  the  abolition  of  the  pre- 
scription charge.  Mr.  Robinson — "  The 
overall  increase  in  both  number  and 
cost  of  prescriptions  dispensed  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  since  January  1965 
has  been  reflected  in  most  of  the  major 
therapeutic  groups.  There  has  been 
some  variation  in  the  size  of  the  in- 
crease in  different  groups  though  no 
clear  pattern  has  emerged  except  that 
the  percentage  increases  in  the  total 
net  ingredient  cost  are  somewhat  less 
than  the  percentage  increases  in  num- 
ber of  prescriptions.  This  reflects  a  fall 
in  average  cost  per  prescription  which 
may   be    due   to   the    prescribing  of 


Mr.  Howe  asked  about  the  factors 
which  had  led  to  increases  in  the  cost 
of  prescriptions  since  the  abolition  of 
the  prescription  charge;  what  was  the 
relative  significance  of  such  factors: 
to  what  extent  he  expected  them  to 
persist  and  what  effect  they  would  have 
on  the  cost.  Mr.  Robinson  replied 
"  Among  the  factors  contributing  to 
the  increased  number  of  prescriptions 
and  therefore  to  increased  cost  are 
the  provision  of  drugs,  etc.,  for  patients 
needing  treatment  who  had  been  de- 
terred by  the  charges  from  seeking  it: 
variations  in  the  incidence  of  sickness; 
the  inclusion  of  items  costing  2s.  or 
less  if  bought  direct  from  chemists: 
and  in  some  cases  the  need  for  repeat 
prescriptions  where  doctors  had  pre- 
scribed smaller  quantities  of  drugs. 
The  trend  towards  the  use  of  more 
powerful  but  more  expensive  drugs 
continues.  No  reliable  assessment  can 
at  present  be  made  of  the  relative  in- 
fluence of  the  different  factors  or  the 
long-term  effects  on  the  total  drug 
bill." 

Company  Accounts 

Replying  on  August  5  to  a  number  of 
questions  concerning  company  accounts. 
Mr.  Douglas  Jay  (President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade)  said  that  a  bill  was 
being  prepared,  for  introduction  at  an 
early  date,  primarily  to  provide  "  for 
the  disclosure  of  information  in  com- 
pany accounts." 
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LEGAL  REPORTS 

"  Lenient  View  "  of  Illegal  Sale 

MR.  George  Robin  Fraser,  M.P.S.,  of 
84  Northampton  Road,  Wellingborough 
Northants,  was  fined  £10  and  ordered 
to  pay  £5  5s.  advocate's  fee  at  Welling- 
borough magistrates'  court  on  August 
6.  Through  his  solicitor  he  pleaded 
guilty  of  selling  fifty  Dexedrine  tablets 
otherwise  than  on  prescription.  Mr. 
Frederick  Manning,  Alexander  Road, 
Wellingborough,  pleaded  guilty  to  pos- 
sessing the  Dexedrine  tablets,  and  was 
fined  £10  and  ordered  to  pay  £10  10s. 
advocate's  fee.  Prosecuting  on  behalf 
of   the    Pharmaceutical    Society,  Mr. 

A.  C.  Castle  said  that  it  was  with  some 
regret  that  the  Society  had  to  bring 
Mr.  Fraser  before  the  court.  A  solicitor 
for  Fraser  said  it  was  a  great  personal 
tragedy  for  him.  He  had  thought  a 
prescription  would  be  forthcoming,  and 
had  made  nothing  out  of  the  deal, 
having  applied  "  the  proper  charge  of 
2s.  9d."  Gaining  nothing  at  all  he  had 
everything  to  lose.  Mr.  Fraser  had  re- 
cently been  ill.  After  a  short  retirement 
the  chairman  of  the  magistrates  said 
they  had  taken  a  sympathetic  view  of 
the  case.  They  hoped  that,  when  Mr. 
Fraser  went  before  the  disciplinary 
committee  of  his  Society,  they,  too, 
would  take  a  lenient  and  sympathetic 
view  of  the  case. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Last  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

ALBRIGHT  &  WILSON,  LTD.— 
Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  a  plac- 
ing of  £7  millions  7i  per  cent,  deben- 
ture stock  1985-90  at  par. 

AMERICAN  CYANAMID  CO., 
New  Jersey.  U.S.A.  - —  Earnings  at 
$45,662,000  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year  were  up  by  13  per  cent.,  over 
the  first  half  of  1964.  Earnings  per 
share  were  $2-07  ($1-85).  Sales  for  the 
six  months  at  $430,970,000  showed  an 
increase  of  11  per  cent. 

MACARTHYS  PHARMACEUTI- 
CALS, LTD.— A  final  dividend  of  17£ 
per  cent,  is  recommended,  making  26 
per  cent,  for  the  year  (24  per  cent,  on 
smaller  capital).  Subject  to  audit  the 
consolidated  profits  of  the  group  for 
the  year  ended  April  30,  was  £218.428 
(£175,889);  less  taxes  £81,375  (£86,522). 

SMITH  &  NEPHEW  ASSOCIATED 
COMPANIES,  LTD.  —  Sales  for  24 
weeks  ended  June  19  at  £13,787,000 
show  an  increase  of  7-8  per  cent,  over 
same  period  in  1964.  The  figures  ex- 
clude inter-company  sales  and  sales  by 
associated  companies  in  which  equity 
holding  is  less  than  50  per  cent.  Opera- 
ting profit,  £1,479,000  (£1,390,000)  plus 
income  from  associated  companies 
£108,000  (£123,000).  The  profit  for  the 
24  week  period  is  4-9  per  cent,  above 
the  comparable  period  for  last  year. 
An  interim  dividend  of  3i  per  cent, 
(same)  is  to  be  paid. 

B.D.H.  GROUP,  LTD.  and  GLAXO 
GROUP,   LTD.  —  The   directors  of 

B.  D.H.  Group,  Ltd.  and  of  Glaxo 
Group,  Ltd.,  have  agreed  to  merge  the 
United  Kingdom  pharmaceutical  whole- 
saling parts  of  their  two  enterprises, 
but  state  that  no  wider  association 
between  the  two  groups  has  been  dis- 
cussed or  is  being  contemplated.  The 


combined  undertaking,  which  the  two 
groups  will  own  equally,  will  have  net 
assets  of  approximately  £9  millions.  The 
new  company — its  name  has  not  yet 
been  decided — will  comprise  thirty-five 
establishments  throughout  the  U.K.  and 
is  expected  to  commence  operations  on 
January  1,  1966.  Initially  the  turnover 
of  the  company  is  expected  to  be  of 
the  order  of  £30  millions.  It  will 
operate  autonomously,  and  will  handle 
approximately  11  per  cent,  of  chemists' 
supplies,  including  standard  drugs,  for 
about  800-900  suppliers.  Almost  all  the 
turnover  of  the  new  company  will  be 
with  retail  pharmacists,  hospitals,  and 
allied  outlets.  Total  staff  employed  in 
the  Glaxo  and  B.D.H.  establishments 
involved  in  the  merger  numbers  about 
3,500.  It  is  proposed  that  Mr.  F.  W. 
Griffin  (managing  director,  B.D.H. 
Group,  Ltd.),  shall  become  non-execu- 
tive chairman  of  the  new  company,  with 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bide  (a  director  and  secretary 
of  Glaxo  Group,  Ltd.),  as  non-executive 
deputy  chairman.  Managing  director 
will  be  Mr.  W.  A.  Kinnear  (a  director 
of  Evans  Medical,  Ltd.  and  head  of  that 
company's  wholesale  division).  Mr. 
S.  M.  Lennox  (a  director  of  B.D.H.  and 
manager  of  that  company's  wholesale 
division)  will  be  the  deputy  managing 
director. 

Voluntary  Liquidations 

DAVID  W.  GARRIOCK,  LTD.,  4 
Queensway,  Tynemouth,  Northumber- 
land. Liquidator:  Kenneth  R.  Smith, 
2  Saville  Place,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  1. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

ALWITT,  LTD.,  are  removing  to 
Zelide  House,  2  Mount  Ephraim,  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  Kent  (telephone  20311), 
on  August  21. 

BROWN  &  POLSON,  LTD.,  have 
opened  a  regional  office  c/o  Spring- 
fields  Warehouse,  Wharfage  Co.,  Ltd., 
Storage  House,  Trafford  Park  Road, 
Manchester,  17  (telephone:  Trafford 
Park  4620). 

TRUFOOD,  LTD.,  are  moving  their 
head  office  out  of  London  to  London 
Road,  Guildford,  Surrey  (telephone : 
Guildford  68181),  on  August  16.  There 
is  no  alteration  in  the  existing  arrange- 
ments concerning  orders,  returns  and 
accounts  which  should  continue  to  be 
sent  to  The  Creameries,  Wrenbury, 
Nantwich,  Ches. 

IMPERIAL  CHEMICAL  INDUS- 
TRIES, LTD.,  are  to  replace  their  pre- 
sent European  Council  by  a  new  Euro- 
pean company,  to  be  called  I.C.I. 
(Europa)  to  supervise  and  co-ordinate 
I.C.I. 's  selling  and  manufacturing  acti- 
vities in  Western  Europe.  Mr.  E.  J. 
Callard  (I.C.I,  director  with  responsi- 
bility for  Western  Europe)  will  be 
chairman  of  I.C.I.  (Europa). 

THE  business  carried  on  by  Berk 
Acids,  Ltd.,  has  been  transferred  to 
Berk  Spencer  Acids,  Ltd.,  and  amal- 
gamated with  the  business  previously 
carried  on  by  Spencer  Chapman  & 
Messel,  Ltd.,  whose  acid  plant  at  Silver- 
town  is  being  closed  down.  A  new 
plant  at  Stratford,  London,  E.15,  with 
a  capacity  of  120,000  tons  per  year  and 
operated  by  Messrs.  Berk,  Spencer  is 
now  operational. 


Appointments 

CIBA  LABORATORIES,  LTD., 
Horsham,  Sussex,  have  appointed  Dr. 
R.  K.  Rondel  medical  adviser  in  their 
clinical  research  department. 

THE  BRITISH  DRUG  HOUSES, 
LTD.,  Graham  Street,  London,  W.l, 
have  appointed  Mr.  M.  Tinsley  their 
pharmaceutical  packaging  development 
officer. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  J.  BLEBY  has  been  appointed 
director  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council's  Laboratory  Animals  Centre 
at  Carshalton,  Surrey,  following  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  W.  Lane-Petler. 

LORD  MURRAY  of  Newhaven  is 
joining  the  board  of  the  Wellcome 
Trustees.  Lord  Murray  was  chairman  of 
the  University  Grants  Committee,  1953- 
63,  and  is  the  present  Chancellor  of 
Southampton  University.  He  is  a  direc- 
tor of  the  Bristol  Aeroplane  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  the  Metal  Box  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  of  the 
Leverhulme  Trust  Fund. 

MARRIAGES 

MILLS  —  AUTERSON.  —  At  Dun- 
murry  Presbyterian  Church,  co.  Antrim, 
Northern  Ireland,  on  July  30,  Robert  S. 
Mills,  M. P.S.N. I.,  Lisburn,  co.  Antrim, 
to  Isobel  Auterson,  Dunmurry. 

DEATHS 

ALLISON.— On  July  21,  Mr.  Henry 
John  Allison,  Hall  Street,  Long  Mel- 
ford,  Suffolk  (formerly  of  20  Woburn 
Road,  Bedford).  Mr.  Allison  qualified 
as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  1920. 

AYER. — On  August  3,  Mrs.  Ayer 
(Margaret  Watson  Munro),  M.P.S.,  49 
Ashley  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  11.  Mrs. 
Ayer  qualified  in  1922  and  was  proprie- 
tor of  the  old  established  pharmacy 
founded  by  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Boa. 

BANKS— Recently,  Mr.  Leopold 
Hudson  Banks,  M.P.S.,  31  High  Street, 
Wincanton,  Somerset.  Mr.  Banks  qua- 
lified in  1927. 

HILDITCH. — On  August  9,  Profes- 
sor T.  P.  Hilditch,  C.B.E.,  D.Sc, 
F.R.I.C.,  F.R.S.,  Claughton,  Birken- 
head. Professor  Hilditch  was  the  first 
holder  of  the  Campbell  Brown  Chair 
of  Industrial  Chemistry  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Liverpool,  retiring  in  1951  after 
twenty-five  years.  He  gained  his  Doc- 
torate of  Science  in  1911  and  in  the 
same  year  was  appointed  chief  research 
chemist  to  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons, 
Warrington.  There  he  was  engaged  on 
the  development  of  fat  hydrogenation 
and  other  catalytic  processes,  and  later 
on  the  composition  and  constitution  of 
fats  used  in  industry.  He  took  up  his 
university  appointment  in  Liverpool  in 
1926  establishing  at  the  university 
a  post-graduate  research  school  in  the 
chemistry  of  oils  and  fats  and  concen- 
trated upon  the  elucidation  of  the  con- 
figuration of  the  complex  mixtures  of 
natural  triglycerides  and  other  lipids. 
He  was  author  of  the  classic  entitled 
He  was  author  of  "  The  Chemical  Con- 
stitution of  Natural  Fats." 

LLEWELYN.  —  On  July  25,  Mr. 
Thomas  Llewelyn,  F.P.S.,  Dolwerdd, 
Cardigans.  Mr.  Llewelyn  qualified  in 
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1902  and  had  been  in  business  in 
Cardigan  for  many  years. 

MARTIN.— On  August  9,  after  a 
short  illness,  Mr.  Trefor  Alun  Martin, 
M.P.S.,  163  White  House,  Regents 
Park,  London,  N.W.I.  Mr.  Martin, 
who  qualified  in  1930,  joined  the  staff 
of  Pharmaceutical  Specialities  (May  & 
Baker),  Ltd.,  in  1937,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  associated  company  in 
Australia  the  following  year.  He  re- 
mained with  the  Australian  company, 
as  director  and  general  manager,  until 
1958  when  he  returned  to  the  U.K. 
to  join  the  parent  company  as  liaison 
officer  with  a  group  of  overseas  sub- 
sidiaries. At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr. 
Martin  was  a  director  of  the  associated 
companies  of  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.,  in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.  —  Mr. 
L.  Donnithorne,  M.P.S.,  writes: — Trefor 
Martin's  untimely  and  unexpected 
death  will  come  as  a  great  shock 
to  his  many  friends  in  this  country 
and  in  Australia,  where  he  was  direc- 
tor and  general  manager  for  May  & 
Baker  for  many  years.  His  handshake 
only  a  few  weeks  ago  was  as  firm  as 
ever.  A  handshake  that  somehow  con- 
veyed his  genuine  sincerity  and  friend- 
ship. He  was  one  of  this  world's  true 
gentlemen,  in  manner,  appearance  and 
thinking.  To  my  knowledge,  which 
extends  from  1931,  when  he  joined 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  he  never 
spoke  to  anyone  or  of  anyone  in  an 
unkind  way.  Generous  in  his  assessment 
of  people,  he  excused  unreasonable 
views  by  suggesting  that  the  speakers 
did  not  really  mean  what  they  said. 
His  sense  of  humour  was  keen,  and  in 
a  second  his  sometimes  thoughtful  and 
serious  face  would  be  transformed  into 
one  of  intense  happiness.  Of  many 
sports  in  which  he  was  keenly  interested, 
undoubtedly  rugby  football  was  his 
favourite.  His  Celtic  ancestry  was  so 
fervently  embedded  that  he  found  diffi- 
culty in  believing  that  the  game  could 
be  correctly  played  anywhere  outside 
of  Wales.  In  Trefor  Martin  pharmacy 
has  lost  one  of  its  well  loved  sons. 
His  many  friends  throughout  the  world 
will  mourn  his  passing  and  extend  their 
sincere  condolences  to  his  daughter 
Glenys. 

PENMAN.— On  July  24,  Mr.  George 
Penman,  M.P.S.,  67  Woodside,  Wimble- 
don, London,  S.W.I 9.  Mr.  Penman  qua- 
lified in  1926. 

SIDEBOTHAM.— On  July  22,  Mr. 
Henry  Sidebotham,  M.P.S.,  The  Moor- 
ings, 23  Oakridge  Avenue,  Radlett, 
Herts.  Mr.  Sidebotham  qualified  in 
1920.  He  was  chairman  of  Armside 
(Chemists),  Ltd.,  Wellingborough, 
Northants. 

SPENCER.— On  July  18,  while  re- 
turning from  holiday,  Mr.  Cecil  Spen- 
cer, M.P.S.,  24  Westgate  Avenue,  Hol- 
combe  Brook,  Bury,  Lanes.  Mr.  Spen- 
cer qualified  in  1931. 

WILBOURN.— Recently,  Mr.  John 
Henry  Wilbourn,  Hasland,  Chesterfield, 
aged  ninety.  Mr.  Wilbourn,  a  former 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
qualified  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in 
1901  and  started  his  own  business  fifty 
years  ago.  The  business  is  being  car- 
ried on  by  his  son,  Mr.  L.  Wilbourn, 
M.P.S. 


Correspondence 

Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
(or  publication.  The  Editor  does  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 


Why  "  Sponsored  "  ? 

Sir, — On  sale  in  every  Woolworth 
and  cut-price  shop  and  in  local  markets 
are  Nivea  and  Elastoplast.  Can  the 
N.P.U.  tell  us  why  they  took  these  up 
as  "  sponsored "  products  in  their  re- 
cent Daily  Express  advertisement? 

Another  Onlooker 

Dementi 

Sir, — The  sarcastic  diatribe  emanat- 
ing from  the  pen  of  that  master  of 
linguistic  verbiage  H.  D.  Jardine, 
Coventry  (C.  &  D.,  August  7,  p.  136) 
is  beneath  contempt  and  not  worth 
answering.  Suffice  to  say  that  sixteen- 
year-old-girls  wishing  to  take  up  phar- 
macy as  a  career  have  scarcely  left 
school,  and  would  not  be  dispensing 
prescriptions  in  my  pharmacy.  My  cos- 
metic counter  assistants  certainly  do  not 
dispense. 

N.  H.  Radcliffe, 
Ormskirk,  Lanes 

Pharmacists'  Services  to  the  Public 

Sir, — Many  young  people,  faced  with 
a  choice  of  careers,  chose  pharmacy 
out  of  a  sense  of  almost  religious  voca- 
tion— an  opportunity  to  serve  others 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.  Some  en- 
tered pharmacy  for  purely  academic 
reasons  or  to  follow  in  father's  foot- 
steps. In  any  case,  it  seems  absurd  to 
most  of  us  to  wrangle  in  public  over 
the  right  to  sell  washing-machines  or 
wing-mirrors  or  oil-paintings.  Super- 
markets are  successful  because  they 
specialise  in  selling  only  the  goods 
in  most  popular  demand,  whatever 
their  nature.  Other  businesses  are  suc- 
ceeding because  they  specialise  in  a 
restricted  range  of  a  particular  class 
of  goods  or  service.  Customers  for 
goods  not  stocked  by  the  above-men- 
tioned are  usually  referred  to  the  chem- 
ist, who  is  popularly  believed  to  stock 
everything  or  be  able  to  obtain  it 
quickly  without  extra  charge.  This  is  a 
form  of  public  service  equally  well  pro- 
vided by  any  jack-of-all-trades. 

Ernest  A.  Darley, 
Barking,  Essex 

Kept  Out 

Sir, — It  is  all  very  well  for  Raymond 
Hutchinson  (C.  &  £>.,  August  7,  p. 
136)  to  jibe  about  the  Press,  "  as  might 
be  expected,"  wrongly  interpreting  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Albert  Hall 
meeting.  But  I  would  like  to  draw  his 
attention  to  one  possible  reason  — 
national  newspapers  were  excluded 
from  directly  reporting  your  important 
conference.  Prior  to  the  meeting,  I  was 
told  that  the  Press  could  not  cover  the 
debate  since  no  observers  could  be 
allowed.  In  the  circumstances,  the  de- 
cision of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
issue  a  statement  at  a  briefing  after- 
wards seemed  helpful.  Nevertheless,  it 
now  seems  that  certain  of  the  profes- 
sion's own  journals  were  allowed  inside 
(photographers  and  all)  to  hear  the 
argument  from  all  sides.  The  Society, 
I  conclude,  appears  to  believe  that 
national  newspapers  could  not  be  trus- 


ted to  do  their  own  reporting.  Who 
really  is  to  blame,  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
when  representatives  of  the  public  you 
want  to  protect  are  not  allowed  to  see 
and  hear  for  themselves  ? 

Maurice  Corina,  Financial  Times, 
London,  E.C.4 

Courtesy  Appreciated 

Sir, — As  one  of  the  members  who 
travelled  from  South  Wales  to  London 
for  the  special  general  meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  on  July  25,  I 
shared  the  feelings  of  disappointment 
and  frustration  experienced  by  all  who 
found  themselves  locked  out  of  the 
Royal  Albert  Hall  that  afternoon.  It 
so  happened  that  I  was  one  of  two 
members  who  were  able  subsequently 
to  gain  admittance  to  the  Hall  to  ex- 
plain the  circumstances,  and  to  try  and 
arrange  for  our  party  to  gain  admis- 
sion. Unfortunately,  that  could  not  be 
achieved,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  doors  had  been  closed  on  the 
orders  of  the  Hall  manager,  who  reso- 
lutely rejected  all  requests  for  them  to 
be  reopened.  The  Society's  own  offi- 
cials were  anxious  to  help  but  were 
obliged  to  bow  to  his  rulings.  It  is 
only  right  and  proper  that  we  should 
express  appreciation  of  the  courteous 
and  patient  manner  in  which  they  dealt 
with  us,  and  made  it  possible  for 
arrangements  to  be  made  whereby  we 
could  record  our  votes.  This  meant 
that  our  journey  was  not  made  in  vain. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  only 
people  who  did  not  measure  up  to  the 
occasion  were  British  Railways,  in  that 
a  train  carrying  so  many  of  our  mem- 
bers arrived  in  Paddington  1-V  hours 
late. 

Henry  J.  Metcalfe,  Secretary, 
Monthmouthshire  and  Newport 
Branch 

PRESCRIPTION  POSER 

FOUR  items  make  up  the  following 
prescription,  each  more  difficult,  if  pos- 
sible, than  the  one  before  : — ■ 


WILLS 


i  ^ 


Mr.  H.  Barker,  M.P.S. .  371  Filion  Avenue. 
Horfield,  Bristol,  left  £9,146  (£8,824  net).  He 
left  £52  10s.  each  to  the  Orphan  Fund  and  the 
Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Barnes,  M.P.S.,  Karenza,  Hollow 
Way,  Littlewick  Green,  Maidenhead.  Berks,  left 
£7.952  (£7,898  net). 

Mr.  S.  C.  Higcs,  M.P.S.,  127  Richmond  Park 
Road.  London,  S.W.14.  left  £16,209  (£13.035 
net). 
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NEW  PRODUCTS 

PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

One  More. — Pharmethicals  (London), 
Ltd.,  subsidiary  of  Schering  AG  Berlin, 
announce  that  their  oral  contraceptive 
Anovlar  is  to  be  changed  to  Anovlar  21 
from  August  1  when  the  new  presenta- 
tion will  contain  twenty-one  tablets  in- 
stead of  the  previous  twenty.  The  com- 
position of  Anovlar  21  is  the  same  as 
that  of  Anovlar.  Supplied  in  the  memo- 
pack,  the  twenty-one  tablet  regimen 
simplifies  oral  contraception  by  cnao- 
ling  patients  to  take  tablets  for  three 
weeks  followed  by  a  week  without  tab- 
lets. 

OVER-THE-COUNTER  MEDICINALS 

Vaporising  Rub. — W.  T.  Owbridge, 
Ltd.,  Osborne  Street,  Hull,  launched 
on  August  9  a  new  product  Owbridge "s 
Vaporstik,  a  vaporising  rub  for  the 
treatment  of  chest  and  head  colds, 
coughs,  bronchitis  and  nasal  catarrh. 
The  product  is  presented  as  a  push-up 
stick  in  metal  case. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

Cosmetic  Shades. — Two  new  high- 
fashion  lipstick  shades  in  the  Golden 
Girl  series  of  Goya  International,  161 
New  Bond  Street.  London,  W.l,  are 
"  Smouldering  Gold  "  ("  tan  with  hid- 
den fire  ")  and  "  Smouldering  Pink  " 
("  soft  pink  with  just  a  lick  of  flame  ")■ 
— On  September  1  appointed  stockists 
of  the  products  of  Innoxa  (England), 
Ltd.,  170  New  Bond  Street,  London, 
W.l,  will  have  three  new  Jewelfast 
lipstick  shades  with  "  see-thru  colour": 
"  Sittin'  Pretty-'  (caramel  with  silver 
watermelon):  "  Moods  Are  Pink "  (a 
pink  stripped  of  blue  and  blended  with 
iced  beige);  and  "Love  and  Kisses" 
(coral  livened  with  red  and  disguised 
with  buttermilk). 

SUNDRIES 

Household  Gloves. — A.  Schuberth  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  16  Crib  Street,  Ware,  Herts, 
are  marketing,  mainly  through  chem- 
ists, a  range  of  household,  cosmetic 
and  general-purpose  gloves  under  the 
brand  name  Minette.  The  gloves,  which 


are  of  an  exclusive  ambidextrous  de- 
sign, are  made  from  pure  cotton.  They 
are  available  in  red  rose,  sky  blue, 
citron  yellow,  coral  pink,  orange  and 
lavender.    The    gloves    are  available 


through  wholesalers  or  direct  from  the 
manufacturers. 

Automatically  Adjusting  Sun-glasses. 

— Benross  Trading  Co.,  Ltd.,  29  Ever- 
ton  Brow,  Liverpool,  3,  have  been 
appointed  by  the  Rayex  Corporation, 
New  York,  U.S.A.,  sole  concessionaires 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Eire  for 
the  sale  of  all  Rayex  sun-glasses,  in- 
cluding ski  glasses  and  a  new  range  of 
Astromatic  sun-glasses,  claimed  the 
first  ever  made  with  self-regulating, 
shatterproof  lens.  The  invention  was 
developed  by  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces 
for  protective  use  in  nuclear  testing, 
and  the  exclusive  Rayex  formula  is  now 
protected  by  world-wide  patent.  Origi- 
nally light  amber  in  colour  to  permit 
keener  vision,  the  glasses  when  exposed 
to  bright  sunshine  for  approximately 


Now  in  Modern  Pack. — Oakes  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Hutton,  Essex,  have  adopted  a 
new  pack  fort  heir  Dentybleach  in- 
stant denture  cleaner. 

A  Percentage  Off  for  a  Period.  — 
J.  F.  White  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Benson  Street, 
Leeds,  7,  are  allowing  10  per  cent,  off 
the  trade  price  of  Kompo  until  Septem- 
ber 18. 

Change  of  Distributor. — Biometica, 
Ltd.,  Barnet  By-pass,  Boreham  Wood, 
Herts,  have  been  appointed  distributors 
of  Arcancil  "  sophisticated  eye  magic 
from  Paris." 

Bottles  Replace  Tubes.  —  Lautrec 
(Cosmetics).  Ltd.,  Old  Chrislchurch 
Road,  Bournemouth,  advise  that,  from 
September  1,  the  tubes  of  Corex  are 
being  replaced  by  bottles. 

Trade  Price  Down  for  a  Time. — For 

a  short  time  the  trade  price  of  Fabulo 
hair  rollers  has  been  reduced  by 
Haetam,  Ltd.,  63  Corporation  Street, 
Manchester,  provided  12  doz.  or  more 
are  ordered. 

Still  Available.  —  Boehringer  Ingel- 
heim,  Ltd.,  Isleworth  House,  Great 
West  Road.  Isleworth,  Middlesex,  state 
that  Dulcolax  in  pack  of  ten  has  not 
been  discontinued  (as  wrongly  indi- 
cated in  last  week's  cumulative  price 
supplement). 

Demand  Causes  Delay. — Owing  to 
the  overwhelming  demand  for  Bounce 
hair-setting  gel,  say  French  &  Scott, 
Ltd.,  lA  Downs  Park  Road,  London, 
E.8,  there  is  a  three-week  delay  in  get- 
ting supplies  to. stockists. 

An  Extra  Strength. — Lederle  Labora- 
tories division  of  Cyanamid  of  Great 
Britain,  Ltd.,  Bush  House,  Aldwych, 
London,  W.C.2,  are  introducing  on 
August  16  an  8-mgm.  strength  of  Leder- 
cort  triamcinolone  tablets.  Packs  are 
bottles  of  thirty  and  100. 

Manganous  Oxide. — Greyer.  Brechei- 
sen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bush  Lane  House, 
Bush  Lane.  London,  E.C.4,  have  taken 
over  the  sales  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Eire  of  the  manganous  oxide  pro- 
duced by  N.V.  A.I.M.E.,  Amsterdam. 
Holland. 

Sole  Agents.  —  C.  N.  Richardson 
(Kings  Lynn),  Ltd.,  have  been  appoin- 
ted sole  United  Kingdom  and  Eire 
agents  for  Recter's  Fabrieken  N.V. 
Veenendaal,  Holland,  who  make  rose- 
hip concentrate  (syrup),  and  rose-hip 


30  sec,  automatically  change  colour  to 
a  deep  grey,  thus  protecting  the  eyes 
and  ensuring,  it  is  claimed,  relaxed 
vision  in  all  light  conditions.  The  col- 
our change  is  gradual  and  not  readily 
noticed  by  the  wearer.  When  he  walks 
into  a  darker  area,  or  when  the  sunlight 
intensity  is  reduced  by  cloud  or  shade, 
the  glasses  revert  to  their  original  pale 
amber  colour  within  three  minutes.  The 
glasses  are  available  in  two  price 
ranges,  eleven  different  frames,  the 
ladies'  styles  in  black,  tortoiseshell  or 
white,  the  men's  in  black,  tortoiseshell 
or  amber.  All  Astromatic  sun-glasses 
are  unconditionally  guaranteed  for  one 
year.  If  faults  develop  during  that 
period  the  glasses  should  be  returned 
direct  to  Messrs.  Benross.  Show  mate- 
rial is  available. 


juice  for  users  in  the  pharmaceutical 
industry. 

Rights  Acquired. — British  Surgical 
Houses,  Ltd.,  Southport,  Lanes,  have 
acquired  the  United  Kingdom  and  ex- 
port rights  to  (tax-free)  Earex  swim 
plugs  and  Earex  anti-noise  plugs.  Dis- 
tribution is  through  wholesalers.  Sales 
will  continue  through  chemists. 

An  Additional  Size. — Quickies  face- 
cream  pads  are  now  available  from 
Fassett  &  Johnson,  Ltd.,  86  Clerkenwell 
Road,  London,  E.C.I,  in  a  size  larger 
than  the  original  handbag-pack  size. 
The  pads  contain  a  moisturiser  and 
vitamin  F.  There  are  seventeen  pads  to 
each  container. 

Price  Down. -  Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London,  E.2,  an- 
nounced on  August  9  (too  late  for  men- 
tion in  the  Cumulative  List  of  Price 
Changes)  that  the  price  of  Guanimycin 
has  been  reduced  to  7s.  6d.  per  bottle 
of  dry  powder  to  prepare  4  fl.  oz.  (114 
mils)  of  suspension  (trade  price  5s.  net). 

Arrangements    for    Distribution.  — 

Wasp-eze.  manufacturers  of  which  are 
West  Mount  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  Sun- 
derland (see  C.  &  D.,  July  10,  p.  35),  is 


being  distributed  in  Northumberland 
and  Durham  by  Mawson  &  Proctor 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Low  Friar  Lane, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  1;  throughout  the 
remainder  of  England  and  Wales  by  the 
wholesale  division  of  The  British  Drug 
Houses,  Ltd.,  Graham  Street,  London, 
N.l;  and  in  Scotland  by  the  usual  trade 
wholesalers. 
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Reformulated.  —  British  Schering, 
Ltd.,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Bucks, 
have  reformulated  Neo-mercazole  tab- 
lets without  change  of  strength  (each 
tablet  contains  5  mgm.  of  carbimazole 
as  previously).  The  new  tablets  are 
slightly  thicker  and  bear  on  one  face 
the  letters  "  B.S."  within  an  engraved 
"  tear-drop  "  shape. 

Help  in  Calculating  Profits. — An  in- 
novation by  Izal,  Ltd.,  Thorncliffe, 
Sheffield,  in  the  price  lists  of  Izal  and 
Ronuk  products  is  the  introduction  of 
a  profit  calculator.  The  list  is  in  three 
colours  (currently  yellow  with  green 
and  black  subsidiaries),  but  changed  in 
each  successive  edition.  The  calculator 
gives  profit  margins  on  given  buying 
and  selling  prices,  and  retail  selling 
prices  for  chosen  profit  margins. 

Competitions 

A  Holiday  in  Barbados. — Winner  of 
the  "  star  "  prize  in  a  Radox  "  Bathtime 
on  Caroline  "  competition  organised  by 
the  manufacturers,  Nicholas  Products, 
Ltd.,  Slough,  Bucks,  was  Miss  Lynn 
Frankel,  Westcliff-on-Sea,  who  gains  a 
seventeen-day  holiday  for  two  in  Bar- 
bados, plus  £50  spending  money.  She 
was  handed  a  £50  cheque  by  singer 
Cliff  Richard. 

Prizes  for  Scottish  Chemists. — First 
prize  (£100)  in  a  Tweed  window-dis- 
play competition  for  chemists  in  Scot- 
land staged  by  Lentheric,  Ltd.,  17  Old 
Bond  Street,  London,  W.l,  and  held 
from  May  24  to  June  5  was  won  by 
E.  T.  Marshall,  Ltd.,  414  London  Road, 
Glasgow,  S.E.;  second  prize  (£50) 
went  to  Dunfermline  Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd.,  18  Queen  Anne  Street, 
Dunfermline,  Fife;  and  third  (£25)  to 
Mr.  John  Wark,  M.P.S.,  224  Kilmar- 
nock Road,  Glasgow,  S.3. 

£5  for  the  Right  Answer.  —  During 
August  Ferraniacolor  "  gondoliers " 
travelling  the  country  in  specially  de- 
signed road  "  gondolas  "  will  be  stop- 
ping when  they  spot  a  Ferrania  display 
and  asking  the  dealer  "  What  is  the 
most  sensational  selling  point  for  new 
Ferraniacolor  Dia  28  Reversal  film?  " 
Reward  for  the  correct  answer  is  a  new 


CONVENIENT  TO 
HANDLE  AND 
STACK.  —  The  new 
one-gallon  pack  of 
bleach  adopted  by 
Lanry  Products,  Ltd., 
Cliffe  Street,  Nelson, 
Lanes.  It  is  in  green 
high-density  polythene. 

EFFECTIVE:  Below, 
an  illuminated  sign, 
made  by  Pearce  Signs, 
Ltd.,  set  into  a  panel 
of  Formica  decorative 
laminate  shown  at  the 
Shopshow  Exhibition  at 
Olympia  recently  by 
Formica,  Ltd.,  84 
Regent  Street,  London, 
W.l. 


£5  note.  Promoters  are  Minnesota  Min- 
ing and  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  3M 
House,  Wigmore  Street,  London,  W.l, 
owners  of  the  trade  marks  3M,  Ferrania 
and  Ferraniacolor. 

Prizes  for  Stockists. — In  a  competition 
organised  by  Morny,  Ltd.,  201  Regent 
Street,  London,  W.l,  prizes  for  stockists 
other  than  department  stores  were  won 
by  Merton  Park  Pharmacy,  55  Martin 
Way,  Morden,  Surrey,  Associated 
Chemists  (Birmingham),  Ltd.,  184  Cor- 
poration Street,  Birmingham,  4,  and 
Stonham  &  Son,  Ltd.,  70  Bank  Street, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Runners  up  in  the 
department  stores  category  included 
Boots,  Ltd.,  Royal  Exchange,  Man- 
chester, 2,  and  Leicester  Co-operative 
Chemists,  Ltd.,  Union  Street,  Leicester. 

Cash  Prizes  for  Dealers. — Cash  prizes 
of  £100,  £50  and  £25  go  to  dealers 
supplying  the  entry-forms  to  winners  in 
a  consumer  competition  for  the  best 
Mazdaflash-assisted  photograph.  The 
competition  starts  on  September  22, 
ends  on  November  30.  It  is  in  two 
categories:  colour,  and  black  and  white 
(not  transparencies),  and  is  being 
heavily  advertised  in  Amateur  Photo- 
grapher, Camera  Magazine,  Photo- 
graphy, Photo  News  Weekly,  and  Prac- 
tical Photography.  Details  are  given  in 
an  announcement  in  this  issue  by  A.E.I. 
Lamp  and  Lighting  Co.,  Ltd.,  Leicester. 

Bonus  Offers 

W.  T.  Owbridge,  Ltd.,  Osborne 
Street,  Hull.  Owbridge's  Vapor-Stik. 
Thirteen  invoiced  as  twelve.  Until 
November  27. 

Smith  &  Nephew  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.,  Bessemer  Road,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Herts.  Thermona  analgesic  cream 
and  liniment.  Offer  (forty-eight  in- 
voiced as  thirty-six)  ends  on  August  31. 

Premium  Offers 

Lever  Bros.  &  Associates,  Ltd.,  Port  Sun- 
light, Birkenhead,  Ches.  Knights  Castile  soap. 
Bottle  of  hand  lotion  with  two  large  tablets. 
Bottle  contains  2  fl.  oz. 

Wright  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  43  Clapham 
Road,  London,  S.W.9.  Wright's  coal-tar  sham- 
poo. Bottle  is  flashed  with  fourpence  off  and 
sachet  with  twopence  off  (margins  maintained). 

Christmas  Showrooms 

The  following  have  been  notified: — ■ 

DU  BARRY  (LONDON  AND  NEW  YORK), 
LTD.,  Great  Northern  Hotel,  Leeds,  August 
16-20. 

MORNY,  LTD.,  Royal  Hotel,  Bristol,  August 
16-19;  Queen's  Hotel,  Westcliff-on-Sea, 
August  16-20;  and  Griffin  Hotel,  Leeds,  August 
16-20. 

JEAN  SORELLE,  LTD.,  Metropole  Hotel, 
Leeds,  August  16-20;  and  Royal  Hotel,  Bris- 
tol, August  17-20. 

J.  GROSSMITH  &  SON,  LTD.,  Royal  Hotel, 
Bristol,  August  16-20;  Queen's  Hotel,  West- 
cliff-on-Sea, August  16-20;  Queen's  Hotel, 
Leeds,  August  16-20  and  Polygon  Hotel, 
Southampton,  August  16-20. 

JACK  EL  &  CO.,  LTD.,  Grand  Central  Hotel, 
Belfast,  August  16-19;  Adelphi  Hotel,  Liver- 
pool, August  16-19;  and  Station  and  County 
Hotel,  Carlisle,  August  18-19. 

SCOTT  &  BOWNE,  LTD.,  Queen's  Hotel, 
Leeds,  August  16-20. 

H.  BRONNLEY  &  CO.,  LTD.,  North  British 
Hotel,  Edinburgh,  August  16-19;  Griffin  Hotel, 
Leeds,  August  16-19;  and  Queen's  Hotel, 
Westcliff-on-Sea,  August  16-19. 

SHULTON  (GREAT  BRITAIN),  LTD.,  Griffin 
Hotel,  Leeds,  August  16-20;  Victoria  Hotel, 
Nottingham,  August  16-20;  and  Queen's 
Hotel,  Westcliff-on-Sea.  August  16-20. 


ROBERTS  WINDSOR,  LTD.,  Queens  Hotel, 
Southend,  August  16-19,  Royal  Hotel,  Bristol. 
August  16-19,  Victoria  Hotel,  Nottingham, 
August  16-19  and  Griffin  Hotel,  Leeds,  August 
16-19. 

FIELDS  OF  BOND  STREET  and  HOUSE  OF 
MANHATrAN,  Adelphi  Hotel,  Liverpool, 
August  16-20;  Polygon  Hotel,  Southampton. 
August  16-20;  Griffin  Hotel,  Leeds,  August 
16-20;  Victoria  Hotel,  Nottingham,  August 
16-20,  and  Queen's  Hotel,  Westcliff-on-Sea, 
August  16-20. 

CONTRACT  PACKAGING 

THE  following  companies,  not  listed  in 
the  Contract  Packaging  Directory  pub- 
lished in  the  C.  &  D.  (July  24,  p.  89), 
offer  services  in  making  and/or  packing 
products. 

THOS.  CHRISTY  &  CO.,  LTD., 
North  Lane,  Aldershot,  Hants.  Manu- 
facture, packing  and  distribution  of 
toiletries. 

EDWARD  GURR,  LTD.,  42  Upper 
Richmond  Road  West,  London,  S.W.14. 
Biological  stains  and  dyes  for  phar- 
maceutical and  technical  purposes. 
Under  trade  customers'  names  if 
desired. 

HOLYOAK  PRODUCTS,  Welling- 
ton, Somerset.  Creams,  liquids  and 
powders  (in  non-aerosol  form).  Basic 
formulations  or  to  customers'  require- 
ments. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  PRODUCTS, 
LTD.,  44  Magdalen  Street,  Norwich, 
NOR  95A.  Inflammables,  pastes,  oint- 
ments, powders,  granules,  tablets  and 
liquids.  Manufacturing  formulations  and 
analytical  facilities  at  the  disposal  of 
customers. 

SWALLOWFIELD  AEROSOLS, 
LTD.,  Wellington,  Somerset.  Aerosol 
products,  Basic  formulations  or  to 
customers'  own  requirements.  Small, 
medium  or  large  orders. 

THERAPHARM,  LTD.,  86a  Rich- 
mond Road,  Kingston  on  Thames, 
Surrey.  Formulation,  development, 
manufacturing,  capsuling  and  packag- 
ing of  pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and 
industrial  products.  Any  quantity. 

WIGGLESWORTH,  LTD.,  West- 
houghton,  Bolton,  Lanes.  Specialists  in 
packaging  for  chemists  for  almost  sixty 
years.  Tablets,  liquids,  ointments, 
creams,  emulsions,  powders.  Messrs. 
Wigglesworth  state :  "  In  these  days, 
more  and  more  pharmacists  are  in- 
creasingly aware  that  own-name  packs 
make  a  positive  and  effective  contribu- 
tion to  the  creation  of  goodwill  and  the 
maintenance  and  security  of  profit 
margins.  Our  aim  has  been  to  supply 
pharmacists  with  products  that  won't 
come  back  for  their  customers  who  will. 
Over  the  entire  country  we  offer  a  fully 
comprehensive  service.  We  put  quality 
first  and  take  the  utmost  care  in  main- 
taining it  so  that  pharmacists  can  re- 
commend their  own-name  packs  with 
confidence  and  enhance  their  reputa- 
tion. Presentation  is  in  keeping  with 
up-to-date  standards,  usually  with  alter- 
native designs  available  that  can  be 
reserved  to  individual  stockists  by 
arrangement  with  our  representatives. 
Sales  aids  of  many  types  are  provided, 
ranging  from  showcards  to  counter- 
display  boxes  and  units — all  designed  to 
support  the  pharmacist  in  the  effort  to 
establish  his  own  range  of  products  by 
personal  recommendation." 
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Delays  and  Duplication 

The  Estimates  Committee  appointed  by  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  consider  the  differences 
arising  between  estimates  of  Government  expenditure 
and  actual  spending  have  recently  considered  those 
differences  in  respect  of  new  Government  departments. 
They  were  critical  of  some  of  the  activities  of  the 
Ministry  of  Technology  and  in  their  report  to  Parlia- 
ment (Third  Report  from  the  Estimates  Committee, 
H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  10s.  6d.)  pointed  out  that 
one  important  function  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Ministry 
of  Technology  is  to  initiate  "  in  depth  "  technical  and 
economic  studies  of  selected  industries  and  processes 
to  determine  whether  any  further  Government  action 
is  needed.  It  is  intended  that  the  studies  should  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  the  preparation  and  implementation  of 
specific  programmes  designed  to  ensure  technical  ad- 
vances. 

The  Committee  stated  that  they  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  evidence  given  by  representatives  of  the  Minis- 
try that  the  teams  set  up  to  carry  out  those  initial 
studies  were  comprised  "  of  the  right  sort  of  people." 
Nor  did  they  consider  that  the  speed  at  which  the 
teams  were  being  set  up  was  altogether  satisfactory. 
At  the  time  when  the  Committee  had  obtained  its 
evidence  it  was  noted  that  many  of  the  investigating 
teams  were  made  up  of  personnel  drawn  mainly  from 
within  Government  service  although  a  few  had  been 
brought  in  from  industry  and  from  nationalised  under- 
takings. The  Estimates  Committee  emphasised  that,  if 
studies  "  in  depth  "  were  to  carry  conviction  and  pro- 
duce full  co-operation  from  the  industry  concerned, 
some  at  least  of  the  investigators  must  have  had  up-to- 
date  experience  of  the  industry  in  question.  The  Com- 
mittee believe  that  in  that  way  it  might  be  possible 
to  allay  some  of  the  fears  which  representatives  of  the 
Ministry  admitted  were  felt  by  industries  to  which  the 
Ministry  of  Technology  had  turned  its  attention.  The 
Committee  also  criticised  the  delay  in  fixing  the  final 
composition  of  the  investigating  teams  and  another 
criticism  was  that  the  work  of  appraisal  instituted  by 
the  Ministry  would  either  overlap  or  duplicate  other 
studies  being  carried  out  by  other  Government- 
supported  organisations. 

If  the  Estimates  Committee  could  turn  its  probing 
towards  the  National  Health  Service,  then  we  believe 
the  Minister  of  Health  would  come  in  for  some  severe 
criticism.  It  may  surely  be  argued  that  the  investigations 
by  the  Ministry  of  Technology  and  the  Sainsbury  Com- 
mittee are  more  or  less  parallel  although  the  objects 


are  not  the  same.  We  have  already  referred  to  the 
need  for  a  member  of  professional  pharmacy  to  be 
available  to  assist  Lord  Sainsbury  and  his  colleagues 
in  their  deliberations.  There  was  a  suggestion  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  that  another  person  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  Committee  assisting  Lord  Sainsbury  in 
addition  to  those  originally  announced  (see  C.  &  D., 
June  5,  p.  581),  but  as  that  appointment  has  not 
so  far  been  made  the  Estimates  Committee's  criticism 
of  delays  would  again  hold.  The  findings  of  the  Esti- 
mates Committee  in  respect  of  the  need  to  avoid  dupli- 
cation might  well  be  a  criticism  that  could  be  levelled 
in  respect  of  the  new  group  of  persons  who  are  to 
advise  the  Minister  of  Health  on  National  Health  Ser- 
vice matters  (see  C.  &  D.,  July  10,  p.  25).  Apparently 
the  Minister  has  sought  independent  advice  on  medical 
and  nursing  matters  but  again  there  is  no  mention  of 
pharmacy.  It  is  problematical  whether  the  Estimates 
Committee  might  be  more  critical  of  the  duplication 
that  is  occurring  or  the  absence  of  technological  advice. 
Nevertheless,  we  think  that  criticism  can  be  directed 
at  the  Minister  on  both  aspects. 

100  YEARS  AGO 

COMIC  CHEMICALS 

From  the  C.  &  D.,  August  14,  1865  {quoted  from  Fun) 
"  In  the  July  number  of  the  Chemical  Society's  Journal 
there  is  an  essay  "  On  the  Action  of  Nascent  Hydrogen  on 
Azodinaphthyldiamine  " — a  subject  which  is  hardly  calcu- 
lated to  rivet  the  attention  of  non-professional  readers, 
especially  as  it  is  dealt  with  in  prose.  Treated  metrically, 
perhaps,  it  might  appeal  to  a  wider  circle;  and  in  this  con- 
viction we  have  thrown  the  treatise  into  melodious  verse, 
confining  ourselves  as  much  as  possible  to  words  of  less 
than  ten  syllables.  We  dedicate  our  lyric  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Perkin,  the  author  of  the  original  essay  in  the  C.S's  J. :  — 

THE  many  metamorphoses  "which  bodies  undergo,  sirs, 
When  subjected  to  hydrogen,  all  chemists  ought  to  know,  sirs; 
But  only  one  who  occupies  the  proud  position  I  am  in 
Can  calculate  its  action  on  azodinaphthyldiamine  ! 

That  hydrogen,  in  such  a  case,  is  certain  to  decolorize, 

Can  hardly  be  a  question  for  the  man  who  has  a  skull  or  eyes, 

Solutions  alcoholic  must  be  saturated  clammily 

In  nipperkins  or  pipperkins  {You  know  the  Perkin  family  ?), 

You  turn  it  to  a  palish  buff,  supposing  you  begin,  sirs, 
By  carefully  digesli)ig  it  with  granulated  tin,  sirs; 
Then  borrow  some  decanters,  just  to  bottle  the  solution  up; 
But  don't  attempt  to  drink  it,  or  you'll  knock  your  constitu- 
tion up. 

With  sulphuretted  hydrogen  the  residue  is  treated; 
For  my  part,  it's  a  sort  of  treat  I  shouldn't  want  repeated. 
Then  filter  pretty  quickly — if  you  filter  slow  'twill  militate 
Against  the  operation  it  may  otherwise  facilitate. 

The  residue  looks  dirty,  and  of  course  you'll  say,  "  I'm  sure 
if  I'd 

A  little  boiling  water  I  should  like  to  get  it  purified." 

Add  hydrochloric  acid — it  will  be  of  use  in  hurrying 

The  crystallising  process,  and  will  save  a  deal  of  worrying. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Progress  in  Medicinal  Chemistry,  Volume  4 

G.  P.  ELLIS  and  G.  B.  west  (editors).  Butterworth  &  Co. 

(Publishers),  Ltd.,  88  Kingsway,  London.  W.C.2.  9|  X 

6  in.  Pp.  221.  67s.  6d. 
The  volume  comprises  five  chapters,  each  contributed  by 
expert  authors.  The  first  two,  which  are  short,  deal  respec- 
tively with  experimental  hypersensitivity  reactions  and  the 
mechanism  of  toxic  action.  General  considerations  of  drug 
receptor  interactions  are  discussed  in  the  third  chapter. 
Almost  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  pages  are  devoted 
to  polypeptides  of  medicinal  interest.  Under  the  heads  struc- 
tural elucidation,   synthesis,  assay  procedures,  structure- 
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activity  correlations  and  clinical  applications,  the  author 
considers  oxytocin  and  vasopressin,  corticotrophin  and 
melanocyte-stimulating  hormones,  angiotensin,  bradykinin 
and  kallidin,  and  insulin  and  glucagon.  The  final  chapter  is 
concerned  with  biochemical  aspects  and  structure-activity 
relationships  of  analgesics  and  their  antagonists. 


Scientific  Basis  of  Drug  Therapy  in  Psychiatry 

j.  marks  and  c.  M.  b.  pare  (editors).  Pergamon  Press, 


Ltd.,  Headington  Hill  Hall,  Oxford.  9  X  6  in.  Pp.  217. 
75s. 

The  book,  a  report  of  a  symposium  held  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  London,  in  September  1964,  includes  both 
papers  and  discussions.  Five  sections  deal  respectively  with 
basic  concepts  (principally  methods  of  assessment  of  the 
psychological  effects  of  drugs  in  animals  and  man),  major 
tranquillisers  (principally  phenothiazines),  antidepressants, 
anti-anxiety  compounds,  and  with  general  considerations 
(including  interactions  involving  drugs  used  in  psychiatry). 


HOSPITAL  PHARMACY  FORUM 

ORIGINAL-PACK  DISPENSING 

BY  A  HOSPITAL  PHARMACIST 


IN  recent  years  there  has  been  a  notable  change  in  the 
climate  of  medical  opinion  concerning  the  labelling  of 
dispensed  medicines  and  it  is  now  almost  certain  that 
the  majority  of  doctors  are  in  favour  of  routine  disclosure 
of  the  contents  on  the  label.  That  is  already  the  practice 
in  many  hospitals  and  especially  in  the  undergraduate 
teaching  hospitals  where  the  doctors  of  the  future  receive 
their  clinical  instruction.  The  British  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mission has  also  pronounced  in  favour  of  disclosure  and 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation will  in  the  very  near  future  put  forward  a  proposal 
that  all  dispensed  medicines  should  be  labelled  with  the 
name  of  the  drug  or  preparation  prescribed  unless  the  pre- 
scription carries  instructions  to  the  contrary.  As  it  has 
already  been  agreed  that  it  is  the  pharmacist's  duty  to  carry 
out  the  instructions  of  the  doctor  provided  that  they  are 
clearly  and  unambiguously  given  it  is  doubtful  whether  such 
a  move  could  be  effectively  opposed.  It  seems  likely  there- 
fore that  the  traditional  British  anonymity  is  soon  likely  to 
be  abandoned. 

Obstacle  to  Switch-over 

The  anonymity  of  the  dispensed  medicine  is  of  course 
the  principal  obstacle  to  the  introduction  of  "  original-pack 
dispensing "  in  Great  Britain.  In  most  European  countries 
it  is  the  rule  that  a  proprietary  drug  should  be  supplied 
to  the  patient  in  the  sealed  package  in  which  it  is  received 
from  the  manufacturer.  In  Belgium,  Norway  and  Sweden 
the  rule  is  enforced  by  law.  There  is  within  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  a  strong  body  of  opinion  in  favour  of  extend- 
ing the  system  to  Britain.  It  is  argued  that  it  would  permit 
the  employment  of  modern  packaging  techniques  to  ensure 
that  there  was  no  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  product 
while  it  passed  from  the  manufacturer  to  the  patient.  The 
latter  would  receive  his  medicine  in  a  sealed  package  for 
which  the  manufacturer  would  accept  complete  responsi- 
bility. Once  routine  disclosure  of  the  contents  on  the  label 
is  accepted  the  main  obstacle  to  original-pack  dispensing 
in  Great  Britain  immediately  disappears. 

There  is  however  another  objection,  i.e.,  that  of  cost.  Ten 
packs  of  twenty-five  tablets  usually  cost  more  than  one  pack 
of  250.  However  Mr.  George  Teeling-Smith,  in  an  address 
to  the  Doncaster  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  has 
pointed  out  that  that  need  not  necessarily  be  the  case.  If 
bulk  dispensing  packs  were  entirely  eliminated,  the  demand 
for  small  packs  intended  to  be  handed  over  to  the  patient 
intact  would  increase  enormously  and  so  allow  manufac- 
turers to  make  full  use  of  highly  automated  production 
lines.  Even  if  there  were  a  slight  increase  in  cost  it  might 
possibly  be  kept  within  the  limits  of  the  "  container  allow- 
ance "  which  would  of  course  be  paid  to  the  manufacturer 
instead  of  to  the  pharmacist  who  dispensed  the  prescription. 
It  could  also  be  argued  that  the  use  of  original  packs  would 
result  in  greater  wastage  because  of  the  reduced  degree  of 
flexibility  in  the  number  of  doses  that  could  be  prescribed. 
A  patient  whose  condition  might  be  expected  to  clear  up 
after  the  administration  of  thirty  tablets  might  have  to  be 
provided  with  fifty  because  no  smaller  pack  was  available. 


Mr.  Teeling-Smith  met  that  argument  by  pointing  out  that,  in 
a  research-based  industry,  the  cost  of  materials  was  often 
relatively  insignificant  compared  with  the  overhead  charges, 
and  that  in  consequence  increased  wastage  was  not  of  great 
importance.  The  Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  has  now  asked  its  members  to  study  the  cost  and 
other  considerations  that  would  be  involved  in  a  general 
change  to  the  production  of  original  packs  instead  of  bulk 
dispensing  containers.  It  then  proposes  to  discuss  the  possi- 
bility of  original-pack  dispensing  with  the  other  interested 
organisations. 

How  would  the  change  affect  the  hospital  pharmacist? 
It  must  be  assumed  of  course  that  bulk  dispensing  con- 
tainers would  either  be  withdrawn  completely  or  that  they 
would  be  priced  in  such  a  way  that  no  financial  advantage 
accrued  from  their  use.  In  order  to  answer  that  question  one 
has  only  to  look  at  a  typical  French  hospital  pharmacy. 
One  small  room  fitted  with  row  upon  row  of  drawers  and 
cupboards  is  adequate  for  even  a  fairly  large  hospital.  Dis- 
pensing is  greatly  simplified,  and  because  the  patient  or  the 
nurse  can  check  that  the  name  on  the  container  corres- 
ponds with  that  on  the  prescription  errors  are  virtually 
eliminated.  One  pharmacist  can  therefore  supervise  and 
control  a  large  number  of  less  highly  trained  assistants,  a 
pattern  of  staffing  which  is  accepted  as  the  rule  in  conti- 
nental Europe. 

Effect  on  Pharmacists'  Status 

If  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  use  of  original  packs 
costs  no  more  than  dispensing  from  bulk  containers  there 
is  little  likelihood  of  opposition  from  the  Ministry.  The 
industry  might  lay  claim  to  a  higher  proportion  of  the  total 
expenditure  on  the  pharmaceutical  service  on  the  grounds 
that  it  was  now  undertaking  some  of  the  work  previously 
carried  out  by  the  pharmacist,  but  so  long  as  the  total  was 
not  increased  no  extra  burden  would  fall  upon  the  taxpayer. 
The  medical  profession,  once  having  agreed  to  disclosure 
of  the  contents  on  the  label  would  almost  certainly  favour 
the  use  of  intact  packages  sealed  by  the  manufacturer.  What 
would  be  the  attitude  of  the  pharmacist?  The  strong  oppo- 
sition to  disclosure  of  the  contents  of  a  dispensed  medicine 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  original-pack  dispensing  would 
be  opposed  even  more  vigorously,  for  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  would  inevitably  reduce  the  professional  con- 
tent of  the  dispensing  transaction  and  ultimately  lead  to  a 
fall  in  status  and  even  remuneration. 

All  such  points  will  presumably  be  taken  into  account 
when  the  Ministry  has  worked  out  its  costs  and  is  in  a 
position  to  put  forward  some  concrete  proposals.  In  the  end 
it  will  be  the  good  of  the  patient  and  the  nation  as  a  whole 
that  will  decide  the  issue  rather  than  the  sectional  interests 
of  any  one  of  the  interested  parties.  One  thing  is  certain. 
If  original-pack  dispensing  became  the  rule  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  pattern  of  staffing  in  hospital  pharmaceutical 
departments  were  remodelled  on  lines  similar  to  those  in 
continental  countries  where  it  has  long  been  in  use,  what 
is  now  a  serious  shortage  of  pharmacists  might  suddenly 
turn  into  a  considerable  surplus. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL    SOCIETY    OF   GREAT  BRITAIN 

A  MEDICINAL  CHEMICALS  COLLECTION 

Discussions  with  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  about  an  advertisement. 


THE  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  has  approved  a  scheme  for  setting  up  a  com- 
prehensive collection  of  medicinal  chemicals.  The 
decision  was  taken  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
August  3  and  4  following  consideration  of  the  minutes 
of  a  meeting  of  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee, presented  by  Mr.  H.  Steinman.  Mr.  Steinman  re- 
ported that  the  Science  Committee  (pharmaceutical  analysis) 
had  recommended  that  the  Society  should  set  up  a  compre- 
hensive collection  of  medicinal  chemicals  from  which  small 
samples  could  be  available  for  distribution,  there  being  a 
growing  need  for  such  a  collection.  Small  quantities  of  drugs 
were  frequently  required  for  identification  purposes  and  for 
use  in  research.  It  was  often  difficult  to  obtain  such  drugs 
at  short  notice  because  of  lack  of  information  as  to  the 
source,  and  also  because  of  delay  in  dispatch.  Those  con- 
siderations applied  especially  to  drugs  manufactured  abroad. 
The  collection  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  Society's 
museum  of  botanical  specimens,  and  would  provide  an 
important  service  to  many  types  of  pharmaceutical  practice. 

The  initial  collection  would  aim  to  comprise  drugs  that 
had  been  dealt  with  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex  and  British  Veterinary  Codex  and 
also  non-official  drugs.  It  would  comprise  about  2,000 
substances.  The  collection  would  be  accompanied  by  a 
comprehensive  index  of  trade  names  so  that  a  specimen 
requested  under  a  proprietary  name  could  easily  be  traced. 
In  general  the  specimens  would  not  be  more  than  10  mgm. 
each,  and  samples  supplied  would  not  generally  exceed 
25  mgm.  The  amount  given  would  be  related  to  value, 
use  and  availability.  A  suitable  charge  would  be  made  to 
cover  services. 

The  Council  agreed  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Bloomfield  should  be 
appointed  a  trustee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Trust  in  place 
of  Mr.  T.  Heseltine,  and  that  Mr.  Maplethorpe  should  be 
appointed  a  director  of  Pharmaceutical  Society  Staff  Pen- 
sion Trustees,  Ltd.,  in  place  of  Mr.  Heseltine,  who  was  no 
longer  a  member  of  Council. 

Special  Meeting  Tributes 

The  President  said  that  a  great  deal  of  planning  and 
organisation  had  been  put  into  the  special  general  meeting 
by  the  headquarters  staff  of  the  Society,  who  had  carried 
out  a  precision  job  extremely  efficiently.  Immediately 
following  the  meeting  he  had  sent  to  the  office  on  behalf 
of  the  Council  a  letter  thanking  the  staff,  and  the  letter 
had  been  circulated  to  all  departments  at  headquarters. 
He  also  desired  to  thank  the  scrutineers  for  the  excellent 
job  they  did  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

The  president  referred  to  the  significance  of  the  meeting 
in  showing  members'  support  for  advance  on  ethical  lines 
rather  than  on  lines  that  put  profitability  in  the  forefront. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Education  Committee, 
which  were  presented  by  its  chairman  (Mr.  C.  W.  Maple- 
thorpe), recorded  that  twenty-four  persons  had  been 
registered  as  "  student  "  during  July,  against  twenty-five  in 
July  1964,  making  139  registrations  for  the  year  against  171 
registrations  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1964. 

Professor  Arthur  Stoll,  Basle,  who  had  been  awarded 
the  Hanbury  Memorial  medal,  1965,  was  reported  to  have 
indicated  his  wish  to  donate  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  the 
honorarium  of  £42  associated  with  the  award.  The  Commit- 
tee recommended  that  the  Harrison  Memorial  medal,  1965, 
should  be  awarded  to  Mr.  Arthur  George  Fishburn,  F.P.S.. 
D.P.A.,  F.R.I.C.  The  Committee's  minutes  were  received 
and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Com- 
mittee, presented  by  its  chairman  (Miss  M.  A.  Burr). 


recorded  that  special  grants  had  been  made  to  two  widows, 
one  member,  and  in  respect  of  the  children  of  two  widows. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  a  special  grant  should  be 
made  to  all  annuitants  towards  the  cost  of  fuel  and  other 
necessities  in  the  coming  winter.  Grants  had  also  been  made 
or  were  recommended  in  respect  of  six  widows  of  pharma- 
cists and  three  orphans.  The  Committee's  minutes  were 
received  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

Speeding-up  Procedures 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Organisation  Com- 
mittee, presented  by  its  chairman  (Mr.  W.  J.  Tris- 
tram), referred  to  a  suggested  time-table  for  giving  effect 
to  the  new  procedure  for  dealing  with  motions  submitted 
for  Branch  Representatives'  meetings  (omitting  the  circu- 
lation to  the  Branches  for  amendment  of  motions  which 
had  been  accepted).  The  Committee  had  recommended  (a) 
that  the  latest  date  for  the  receipt  of  motions  should  be 
December  10  (as  hitherto);  (b)  that  the  meeting  to  discuss 
the  motions  to  which  each  Branch  putting  forward  a  motion 
would  be  invited  to  send  one  representative  should  be 
held  in  January;  (c)  that  the  motions  submitted  should  be 
considered  by  the  Council  at  its  meeting  in  February, 
and  that  those  accepted  should  thereafter  be  circulated  to 
the  Branches;  (d)  that  the  rules  of  procedure  for  Branch 
Representatives'  meetings  should  be  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  new  procedure. 

The  Committee  considered  that  the  topic  suggested  for 
the  second  professional  session  at  the  British  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Conference  meeting  in  Cardiff  in  September,  namely 
"  Proposals  for  new  Medicines  Legislation "  could  not 
appropriately  be  discussed  in  the  absence  of  an  announce- 
ment of  the  Government's  proposals.  It  recommended, 
therefore,  that  the  session  should  be  devoted  to  discussing 
ways  in  which  the  public  could  be  better  informed  of  the 
role  of  pharmacy.  [See  also  p.  148.] 

Mr.  J.  B.  Grosset  presented  the  minutes  of  the  Practice 
Committee  and  of  its  subcommittee  on  general  practice  and 
industrial  practice.  The  general  practice  subcommittee  had 
considered  the  procedure  that  should  be  adopted 
in  each  case  where  collecting  points  for  prescriptions  were 
proposed  to  be  set  up.  The  local  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee was  considered  the  appropriate  body  to  assume 
responsibility  for  approving  a  collection  and  delivery  scheme 
subject  to  its  notifying  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  when  the 
question  of  such  a  scheme  arose  in  the  locality,  and  subject 
also  to  confirmation  by  the  Society  before  the  scheme  was 
put  into  operation.  The  subcommittee  considered  the  matter 
of  training  assistants  in  the  light  of  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  special  general  meeting  (C.  &  D.t  July  31,  p.  113) 
and  recommended  that  a  statement  should  be  prepared,  as 
a  basis  for  negotiation  with  the  Pharmacy  Assistant  Train- 
ing Board,  of  the  principles  to  be  observed  in  any  training 
scheme  for  assistants.  The  minutes  were  received  and  the 
recommendations  adopted. 

Seven  cases  of  alleged  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act,  1933,  had  been  considered  by  the  Law  Com- 
mittee, which  recommended  proceedings  against  one  auth- 
orised seller  and  two  traders  and  warning  letters  to  two 
authorised  sellers  and  two  traders.  It  was  recommended 
that  proceedings  against  one  authorised  seller  should  be 
instituted  under  the  Therapeutic  Substances  Act,  1956. 
Eighty-three  former  members  of  the  Society  were  reported 
to  have  had  their  names  restored  to  the  register  after  paying 
the  necessary  penalties  and  fees.  Similar  action  had  been 
taken  in  respect  of  twenty-eight  sets  of  premises. 

The  Ethical  Committee,  in  its  minutes,  which  were  pre- 
sented by  the  chairman  (Mr.  W.  M.  Darling),  expressed 
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their  disapproval  of  a  two-page  write-up,  with  illustrations, 
in  a  local  newspaper  concerning  the  opening  of  a  new 
branch  pharmacy.  It  reported  correspondence  with  the  pro- 
prietor, and  the  Council  agreed  that  a  further  letter  should 
be  sent  emphasising  the  Society's  views  on  advertising  of 
that  kind. 

Consideration  had  been  given  to  a  full-page  advertise- 
ment in  the  Daily  Express,  July  29,  inserted  by  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union,  in  which  readers  were  invited  to 
obtain  their  holiday  requirements  at  their  "nearest  N.P.U. 


chemist,"  and  which  contained  pictorial  references  to  vari- 
ous products.  The  Committee  had  recommended  that  a 
letter  should  be  sent  to  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union,  drawing  attention  to  certain  aspects  of  the  adver- 
tisement and  offering  to  discuss  them  with  representatives 
of  the  Union. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  the  Council  agreed  to 
nominate  Mr.  K.  Holland  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Franco- 
British  Pharmaceutical  Commission  formerly  occupied  by 
Mr.  H.  S.  Grainger. 


a 


OPEN  SHOP" 


An  unscripted  commentary  on  the  special  problems  of  the  pharmacist  in  general  practice 

E.  C.  TENNER 


I SUPPOSE  I  should  make  some  comments  regarding 
the  momentous  happenings  of  July  25,  but  many  others 
have  said  most  of  what  can  be  said  at  this  stage.  I 
shall  therefore  content  myself  with  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  next  stage  will  end  as  satisfactorily,  and  the  regret  that 
the  event  which  has  such  great  potential  for  pharmacy  as  a 
profession  should  have  been  marred  by  the  necessity  of  a 
ballot.  Surely  we  all  entered  pharmacy  with  the  idea  of 
earning  our  livings  by  our  professional  skill,  and  I  am 
certain  that  in  our  innermost  beings  we  regret  that  for 
many  of  us  this  has  not  been  possible.  Nevertheless  it  is 
our  duty  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  create  such  a  state  of 
affairs  that  those  who  follow  us  may  be  able  to  achieve 
what  has  until  now  been  impossible  for  us. 

A  Skill  in  its  Own  Right 

Many  years  ago,  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm,  I  decided 
to  take  up  truss  fitting  as  a  suitable  sideline.  I  even  went  to 
the  trouble  of  taking  the  course  and  examination  then  held 
by  the  Institute  of  British  Surgical  Technicians,  and  am  one 
of  the  few  holders  of  the  certificate  issued  by  that  body. 
Naturally  I  hold  somewhat  strong  views  on  this  matter, 
and  from  long  experience  am  firmly  convinced  that  truss 
fitting  should  not  be  undertaken  by  those  who  have  not 
undergone  proper  training.  Too  often  have  I  been  expected 
to  clear  up  the  mess  left  by  the  unskilled  fitting  of  an  un- 
suitable truss.  Whether  or  not,  from  a  purely  financial 
angle,  this  sideline  has  been  a  success  is  debatable,  but 
it  has  brought  some  small  reward  in  the  feeling  that  one  is 
helping  another  human  being  to  lead  a  rather  more  com- 
fortable and  useful  existence.  Nevertheless  I  would  be  the 
last  to  advise  anyone  to  take  up  this  work  for,  believe  me, 
it  is  probably  the  most  frustrating  part  of  my  pharmaceuti- 
cal existence.  I  really  cannot  understand  these  patients — ■ 
they  simply  refuse  to  act  as  reasonable  human  beings.  They 
will  come  from  distances  of  twenty  miles  or  more,  having 
made  no  attempt  to  make  an  appointment,  and  are  quite 
prepared  to  create  a  scene  if  they  do  not  get  immediate 
attention.  The  fact  that  I  may  feel  it  necessary  to  have  a 
meal  occasionally  or  even  take  a  holiday  never  seems  to 
occur  to  them.  They  will  neglect  themselves  for  years  and 
expect  me  to  control  a  hernia  that  has  developed  to  the 
size  of  a  football  by  the  use  of  the  lightest  possible  electic 
truss,  and  of  course  they  cannot  wear  anything  tight!  The 
attitude  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  truss  fitting  is 
no  less  incomprehensible.  Whoever  imagined  that  doctors 
are  capable  of  writing  a  detailed  prescription  for  a  truss 
had  obviously  no  practical  experience  of  the  problem. 
Nor  indeed  can  I  understand  why  a  doctor  should  be  ex- 
pected to  have  that  ability.  After  all  a  medical  practitioner, 
is  not,  for  instance,  expected  to  write  a  detailed  prescription 
for  a  pair  of  spectacles.  Surely  the  same  should  apply  to 
the  truss.  Simply  a  prescription  indicating  that  a  truss  is 
necessary.  Details  of  type,  etc.,  should  be  left  to  the  fitter. 
I  suppose  that,  in  practice,  about  25  per  cent,  of  truss  pre- 
scriptions have  to  be  returned  to  the  doctor  because  of  the 
omission  of  some  essential  detail,  with  the  fitter  faced  with 


the  choice  of  trusting  the  patient  to  return  the  prescription 
or,  if  he  is  not  prepared  to  take  that  risk,  of  virtually  doing 
the  job  twice  for  one  fee.  Probably  at  least  another  25  per 
cent,  of  trusses  are  fitted  as  prescribed,  even  though  the 
fitter  is  well  aware  that  a  different  type  would  have  con- 
trolled the  hernia  much  better.  Of  the  remainder  one  can 
suppose  that  many  are  repeats  of  earlier  prescriptions  that 
had  to  be  sent  back  for  correction.  Of  course  sheer  chance 
means  that  occasionally  the  correct  combination  of  words 
appears  on  the  prescription.  The  present  system  of  payment 
is  unquestionably  most  unfair.  Why  should  a  skilled  techni- 
cian be  paid  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  totally  unqualified 
owner  of  a  so-called  "  surgical  store  "7  Surely  a  qualifica- 
tion should  at  the  very  least  justify  an  equal  rate  of  remu- 
neration. Finally  I  must  mention  a  small  matter  that  appears 
to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  our  negotiators,  who  have 
at  last  been  successful  in  achieving  a  mileage  payment  for 
the  delivery  of  oxygen.  One  occasionally  comes  up  against 
the  problem  of  a  patient  requiring  a  truss  who,  for  various 
medical  reasons,  cannot  attend  at  the  premises  of  the  fitter. 
Surely  in  those  circumstances — and  the  occasions  are  rela- 
tively few — a  mileage  allowance  for  a  domiciliary  visit  by 
the  fitter  would  not  be  unreasonable. 

Five-day  Week 

Last  month  I  mentioned  our  local  efforts  to  institute  a 
five-day  week.  Today  we  have  received  word  from  our 
Executive  Council  that  the  Hours-of-service  Committee  has 
deferred  consideration  of  the  application  for  a  period  of 
six  months.  That,  we  feel,  is  bad  enough,  but  what  grieves 
us  most  is  that  the  opposition  to  our  request  appears  to 
have  come  principally  from  our  own  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee. What  hope  is  there  ever  going  to  be  for  reasonable 
working  conditions  in  pharmacy  when  our  own  representa- 
tives oppose  any  attempt  at  progress  ? 


OFFICES  FOR  THE  FUTURE:  A  view  of  the  construction  site  of  the 
new  offices  for  the  Warner-Lambert  group  of  companies  at  Eastieigh, 
Hants.  The  company  say  that  no  central  support  pillars  will  be  seen 
and  that  the  designs  allow  for  office  accommodation  and  partitioning 
to  be  easily  adjusted.  The  building  has  been  planned  so  that  a  third  floor 
can  be  added  when  necessary- 
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BRITISH  PHARMACEUTICAL  CODEX 

Metric  dose-volumes 


THE  Codex  Revision  Committee  has 
considered  the  volume  that  should  re- 
place the  5-H.  oz.  dose-volume  for  pre- 
parations formulated  in  the  Imperial 
system  in  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex,  1963,  when  they  are  reformula- 
ted on  a  metric  basis  in  the  B.P.C., 
1968.  Dose-volumes  of  10,  15  and  20 
mils  have  been  proposed.  On  the  as- 
sumption that  suitable  measures  cap- 
able of  holding  the  child's  (5  mils)  and 
adult's  dose-volumes  are  to  be  avail- 
able to  the  public,  the  Committee  has 
announced  its  intention  to  adopt  a 
dose-volume  of  10  mils  for  the  adult 
dose  for  the  preparations. 

A  Convenient  Volume 

The  Committee,  in  coming  to  that 
decision,  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
10-mil  volume  was  convenient  for  cal- 
culations in   the   metric   system,  and 
would  enable  rational  bottle  sizes  to 
be  introduced  to  replace  the  bottles 
at  present  available  based  on  the  Im- 
perial system;  namely,  a  100-mil  bottle 
would  replace  the  6-fl.  oz.  size,  a  200- 
mil  bottle  would  replace  the  8-  and  10- 
fl.  oz.  sizes,  and  a  300-mil  bottle  would 
replace  the  12-  and  1 6-fl.  oz.  sizes.  In 
addition,  the  quantities  of  ingredients 
in  the  dose-volume  J-fl.  oz,  in  the  pre- 
sent formulations  of  the  B.P.C.  and  the 
British   National    Formulary   can  be 
accommodated    in    a     10-mil  dose- 
volume,  except  in  a  few  preparations, 
for    which    small    modifications  are 
necessary.   In  order  to  minimise  the 
possible  danger  arising  from  a  patient 
taking  in  error,  from  force  of  habit, 
a  tablespoonful  of  the  more  concen- 
trated  metric   preparations,   it   is  in- 
tended to  reduce  the  quantities  in  the 
dose-volume  for  certain  potent  medica- 
ments such  as  chloral  hydrate.  With 
the    more    concentrated  preparations 
accepted,  unnecessary  vehicles  would 
not  have  to  be  carried  by  the  patient 
or  distributed   by  the  manufacturer. 
The  Committee  were  aware  that  the 
use  of  double-strength  mixtures  has 
been  common  practice  in  Scotland  for 
many  years  and  that  the  Australian 
authorities  have  recently  adopted  a  10- 
mil  dose-volume,  rather  than  the  20- 
mil  volume  already  in  use  in  New  Zea- 
land, The  fact  that  the  reformulated 
preparations  require  to  be  diluted  by 
the  patient  before  administration  was 
considered  not  to  be  an  overriding  ob- 
jection, as  the  present  formulations  also 
require  such  dilution. 

A  20-mil  dose-volume  has  most  of 
the  advantages  of  the  10-mil  volume 
in  giving  rational  volumes  when  multi- 
plied by  the  number  of  doses  to  be 
sent.  It  does  not  present  an  increased 
risk  to  the  patient  through  taking  a 
larger  dose  than  is  intended,  and  it  is 
the  volume  nearest  to  that  of  the 
majority  of  tablespoons  at  present  in 
use.  But  its  adoption  would  result  in 
the  transport  of  unnecessarily  large 
volumes  of  weak  preparations. 

A  15-mil  dose-volume  has  the  ad- 
vantages that,  as  it  is  the  nearest 
metric  volume  equivalent  to  1  fl.  oz. 
(the  dose-volume  to  which  adult  mix- 
tures are  at  present  formulated),  re- 
formulation  would    not   result   in  a 


significant  change  in  the  concentrations 
of  preparations,  and  it  is  the  volume 
recommended  by  the  Joint  Formulary 
Committee  as  being  equivalent  to  a 
tablespoonful  (though  most  table- 
spoons hold  appreciably  more).  The 
overriding  objection  to  it  was  that  it 
is  not  a  rational  metric  number  and, 


when  multiplied  by  the  number  of 
doses  to  be  sent,  does  not  necessarily 
result  in  a  volume  convenient  for  a 
suitable  range  of  metric  bottles.  To 
accommodate  those  volumes  a  range 
of  bottles  holding,  for  example,  120, 
150,  240,  300,  360,  450  and  480  mils 
would  be  required.  Calculations  re- 
quired in  order  to  prepare  a  litre  of  a 
preparation  would,  too,  be  more  diffi- 
cult and  might  require  measuring  awk- 
ward amounts  of  ingredients. 


SAFETY  OF  "ESTABLISHED"  DRUGS 

Dispute  between  U.S.  makers  and  the  administration 


A  NEW  conflict  appears  to  have  broken 
out  in  the  United  States  between  the 
Pharmaceutical  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation (P. MA.)  and  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (F.D.A.).  The 
controversy  has  arisen  out  of  the 
Kefauver-Harris  drug  amendments, 
a  clause  in  which  required  full  reports 
on  all  "  new "  drugs  to  be  submitted 
by  makers  to  the  F.D.A.  The  Associa- 
tion pointed  out  at  the  time  of  the 
inquiry  many  so  called  "  new "  drugs 
had  been  in  use  for  years,  and  their 
safety  and  efficiency  were  adequately 
established.  The  F.D.A.  then  asked  the 
association  to  itemise  such  pharmaceu- 
ticals, and  a  list  was  prepared  in  which 
1,000  were  included.  After  examina- 
tion, the  F.D.A.  agreed,  according  to 
the  association,  that  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  file  full  reports  on  those 
items  but  if  at  any  time  such  details 
were  required,  the  F.D.A.  would  give 
reasons  for  asking  for  them.  The  Ad- 
ministration has  now  begun  asking  for 
particulars  of  about  eighty  of  the 
items  in  the  list  without  giving  any 
reason,  and  the  Association  has  recom- 
mended its  members  not  to  supply 
the  information. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Association,  Mr. 
G.  Larrick  (Commissioner,  F.D.A.) 
wrote  that  a  review  of  the  list  of  drugs 
on  which  reports  were  requested 
"  should  make  the  need  for  the  reports 
obvious."  For  example,  he  said,  indus- 
try's "  temporarily  excused "  list  in- 
cludes benzocaine  (and  other  caines), 
proteolytic  enzymes,  hormone  creams 
and  antihistamines — which  were  identi- 
fied by  the  F.D.A.  medical  director  as 
long  ago  as  1964  on  a  priority  list 
for  review. 

The  list,  said  Mr.  Larrick,  included 
chlorcyclizine,  cyclizine,  and  meclizine, 
which  had  been  under  close  study. 
He  also  noted  that  the  list  included 
a  large  number  of  hormone  prepara- 
tions, which  "  are  in  need  of  review, 
and  many  corticosteroid  preparations 
which  are  in  need  of  safety  review." 
He  added  :  "  Your  list  included  sulpha- 
thiazole  and  sulphanilamide  with 
labelling  that  has  been  outdated  since 
the  onset  of  the  antibiotic  era  in  the 
mid-40's.  and  since  the  discovery  of 
safer  sulphonamides  The  list  includes 
menadione  which  could  not  be  re- 
garded as  being  generally  recognised 
as  safe  as  a  food  additive  in  dietary 
food  supplements,  and  which  has  re- 
cently been  found  to  present  serious 
hazards  in  its  drug  use.  The  submis- 
sion made  by  several  of  your  members 
shows  that  brochures  have  been  re- 
written, claims  added  and  warnings 
deleted    without   ever   submittina  the 


changes  to  us  for  consideration.  These 
promotional  changes  require  a  review 
in  the  light  of  fully  reported  clinical 
experience  before  we  can  determine 
whether  the  drugs  are  safe  or  effective 
under  the  new  labelling." 

Publication  Pending 

An  American  book  "  The  Therapeu- 
tic Nightmare  "  by  a  journalist,  Morton 
Mintz,  due  to  be  published  on  October 
7,  may  be  expected  to  cause  as  great 
a  furore  as  did  Rachel  Carson's  "  Silent 
Spring,"  in  the  field  of  agricultural 
chemicals,  according  to  a  correspon- 
dent in  the  London  Observer,  August  8. 

Mintz  is  reported  as  citing  specific 
cases  to  prove  that  certain  drug  manu- 
facturers have  been  guilty  of  with- 
holding information  about  the  harmful 
side  effects  of  their  drug  products,  and 
of  exerting  undue  pressure  on  Govern- 
ment officials  responsible  for  approving 
the  marketing  of  drugs.  He  accuses  the 
F.D.A.  of  "  dragging  its  heels "  over 
drug  testing  so  that  "  ineffective  and 
even  harmful  ones  have  gone  on  sale." 

Mr.  Mintz  blames  the  American 
Medical  Association  for  partiality  in 
judging  the  value  of  new  drugs  and 
asserts  that  far  too  many  doctors  have 
shares  in  the  drug  industry.  Some  of 
the  statistics  in  the  book  are  drawn 
from  evidence  given  before  two  Con- 
gressional subcommittees,  the  first 
under  the  chairmanship  of  the  late 
Senator  Kefauver  in  1961-62,  the  other, 
in  1962-63,  conducted  by  pharmacist 
Senator  (now  Vice-president)  Hubert 
Humphrey. 

MAKERS'  ACTIVITIES 

Sales  Conference. — A  sales  confer- 
ence of  Aladdin  Industries,  Ltd.,  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex,  recently  brought 
together  two  teams  of  salesmen  who 
are  introducing  the  company's  new 
vacuum-ware  products  to  chemists. 

Dance  Contest  Promotes  a  Product. 
— On  July  24  a  "  Sure  "  freestyle  dance 
contest  was  held  in  dance  halls  in  Bir- 
mingham. Coventry  and  Derby  to  pro- 
mote the  new  deodorant  Sure  of  Gibbs 
Proprietaries,  Ltd.,  Hesketh  House,. 
Portman  Square,  London,  W.l,  which 
is  being  test  marketed  in  the  Midlands. 
First  prize  was  an  automatic  record 
player,  second  a  hood  hair  dryer  and 
third  two  long  playing  records. 

A  Vaccine  Exonerated. — Because  of 
rumours  that  vaccination  was  liable  to 
retard  the  growth  of  lambs,  the  Well- 
come Research  Laboratories  of  Becken- 
ham,  Kent,  recently  arranged  a  con- 
trolled trial  using  pulpy  kidney  vacci- 
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nation  on  a  farm  at  which  vaccination 
had  never  before  been  carried  out. 
108  lambs  ranging  from  20  lb.  to  60  lb. 
in  weight  were  divided  into  three  com- 
parable groups.  The  first  was  inocula- 
ted with  Wellcome  improved  pulpy  kid- 
ney vaccine,  the  second  with  sterile 
water  and  the  third  was  left  uninocu- 


lated.  All  the  lambs  were  kept  under 
the  same  conditions  for  four-and-a-half 
weeks  and  then  reweighed.  Average 
weight  gain  for  the  vaccinated  lambs 
was  22-2  lb.,  against  22-3  lb.  in  the 
control  group,  "  showing  conclusively 
that  vaccination  had  not  caused  any 
check  to  the  lambs." 


EXPANSION  PROJECTS 


OPENING  the  new  premises  for  Wes- 
sex  Biochemicals,  Ltd.,  in  Winton, 
Bournemouth,  recently,  the  chairman 
(Dr.  C.  W.  Parr)  sketched  the  history 
of  the  company  from  its  beginning, 
only  ten  years  ago,  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  sugar  phosphates  and  other 
biochemical  intermediates  associated 
with  carbohydrate  metabolism,  as  a  side 


the  company  during  its  early  years  and 
the  present  staff.  The  chairman  of  the 
Bournemouth  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  (Mr.  B.  Pitts)  and  other 
local  pharmacists,  together  with  their 
ladies,  were  amongst  the  ninety  people 
invited  to  a  reception  to  mark  the 
opening  ceremony. 


Lanes.  The  project  includes  the  build- 
ing of  a  new  fermentation  hall  and  the 
expansion  of  ancillary  services  connec- 
ted with  the  production  processes.  The 
increased  production  from  the  new 
plant  will  become  available  in  phases 
throughout  1966.  The  programme  is  in 
addition  to  a  £600,000  expansion  pro- 
ject announced  in  1964  from  which 
additional  antibiotic  production  is  ex- 
pected in  the  next  few  weeks.  Another 
recent  project  carried  out  on  the  site 
was  the  building  of  a  £100.000  analyti- 
cal department.  Early  this  year  new 
buildings  were  erected  for  the  chemical 
operations  involved  in  the  production 
of  Ceporin  and  to  expand  vitamin  A 
manufacture. 


line  to  a  normal  pharmaceutical  prac- 
tice carried  on  by  the  parent  company, 
Bugden  &  Parr,  Ltd.  Growth  has  been 
such  that  a  separate  company  has  been 
formed  to  specialise  in  biochemicals 
and  the  new  laboratories  were  the  first 
significant  development.  They  cover  an 
area  of  about  4,000  sq.  ft.  and  include 
an  unloading  bay,  basement  storage, 
manufacturing  laboratories,  analytical 
control  facilities  and  office  accommo- 
dation. The  managing  director  (Mr.  P.  J. 
Parr)  thanked  those  who  had  assisted 


AN  expansion  programme  costing  £2 
millions  is  being  put  in  hand  by  Glaxo 
Laboratories,  Ltd.,  at  their  antibiotics 
and  fine  chemicals  plant  at  Ulverston. 


NEARLY  COMPLETED:  Part  of  the  distillation  plant  in  the  new  essential  oil  building  at  Stafford 
Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd.'s  Lone  Melford  factory  where  the  installation  of  new  and  transfer  of  existing 
plant  is  nearing  completion.  Included  are  new  3,000-litre  and  1,000-litre  stills  purchased  from  the 
Lampart  factory,  Budapest.  Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  state  that  they  made  history  by  being  the  first 
British  CDmpany  to  buy  distillation  plant  from  Hungary.  Stills  manufactured  by  the  Lampart  factory 
have  the  "  unique  advantage  of  having  the  internal  surface  lined  with  cobalt  glass  enamel,  which  is 
easily  cleaned  and  ideal  for  processes  requiring  a  high  degree  of  purity.  It  is  highly  resistant  to 
■corrosion  and  will  withstand  considerable  temperatures  and  pressures." 


EXPANDING  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  ANTIBIOTICS:  Part  of  new  expansion  under  construction, 
at  Ulverston,  for  Glaxo  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Lanes.  On  the  right  are  the  existing  solvent  recovery 
columns  and,  in  the  background,  the  fermentation  halls  and  laboratories. 

PILE-DRIVING  before  building 
operations  began  recently  for  consider- 
able extensions  to  Proprietary  Per- 
fumes, Ltd.'s  centre  at  Ashford,  Kent. 
The  company  is  investing  an  additional 
£271,000  in  new  manufacturing  facilities 
and  laboratories,  production  from 
which  is  expected  to  begin  in  1966. 

AN  office  block  covering  nearly  3 
acres  is  to  be  built  by  Boots  Pure 
Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  in  100  acres  of  land- 
scaped setting  at  Beeston,  Nottingham, 
It  will  house  more  than  1,300  people 
and  will  be  ready  within  two  years. 
The  company  describes  it  as  a  further 
step  in  the  rebuilding  of  its  Notting- 
ham head  offices.  The  new  building 
will  be  no  higher  than  a  house,  and 
will  have  walls  that  are  made  entirely 
of  glass. 

WORK  has  started  on  a  £150,000 
plant  for  the  British  Drug  Houses 
(Australia  Pty.),  Ltd.  When  it  is  com- 
pleted in  about  a  year's  time,  a  start 
will  be  made  on  processing  and  packing 
many  of  the  company's  laboratory 
chemicals.  B.D.H.  Group,  Ltd.,  are  also 
planning  the  expansion  of  the  British 
Drug  Houses  (Canada),  Ltd.  The 
Canadian  plant  already  manufactures 
more  than  95  per  cent,  of  the  B.D.H. 
pharmaceutical  products  sold  in  Canada 
and  it  is  now  intended  to  increase  the 
range  of  laboratory  chemicals  now 
made  in  Canada.  In  twenty-five  years 
the  company's  assets  in  Canada  have 
risen  from  $275,000  to  around  $2  mil- 
lions. 
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TRADE  REPORT 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers,  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  Various 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into 
stock.    Crude  drugs  and  essential  oils  vary  greatly  in  quality  and  higher  prices  are  charged  for  selected  qualities. 


London,  August  1 1 :  The  unexpected 
news  that  Singapore  had  seceded  from 
the  two-year-old  Federation  of  Malay- 
sia and  had  become  an  independent 
sovereign  State  on  August  9  caused  no 
immediate  effect  on  commodity  prices. 
Till  now  Indonesia  has  been  banning 
shipments  to  Singapore,  and  London 
dealers  wondered  whether,  now  that  its 
independence  had  been  declared,  trade 
would  be  re-established.  If  a  resump- 
tion were  to  take  place,  then  some  of 
the  recently  prevailing  inflated  prices 
for  products  from  that  area  should 
ease.  On  the  other  hand  further  poli- 
tical manoeuvring  by  Indonesia  could 
well  force  prices  to  go  still  further  the 
other  way. 

Among  Aromatic  seeds,  advanced 
prices  were  quoted  for  Indian  Celery 
(up  5s.  cwt.);  and  Cumin  (up  15-20s. 
as  to  origin).  The  better  grades  of  East 
Indian  Nutmegs  were  fractionally 
lower  for  shipment  and  Peppers,  where 
changed,  were  marked  up.  Scarcity  of 
prime  Cape  aloes  continued,  with  ship- 
ment nominal.  Cardamoms  were  again 
firmer  in  both  positions.  Spot  holders 
of  Quillaia  were  asking  130s.  per  cwt. 
against  125s.  recently,  but  the  new  price 
still  represented  a  discount  over  re- 
placement costs.  The  position  of  Por- 
tuguese Ergot  was  not  clear,  reports  in- 
dicating that  the  crop  this  year  would 
be  a  failure.  Among  the  few  items  that 
weakened  were  Chinese  Menthol,  star 
Anise  and  Elemi. 

Lower  per  lb.  among  Essential  Oils 
were  spot  Petitgrain  (down  three- 
pence). Clove  leaf  (twopence)  and 
Chinese  Peppermint  (threepence). 
Lemongrass  for  forward  delivery  was 
also  down  threepence  per  lb.  Penang 
Patchouli  rose  by  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  to 
72s.  6d. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Ergometrine. — Maleate,  b.p.,  152s.  per 
gm.  for  5-gm.  lots;  Ergotamine  tartrate, 
29s.  6d.  per  gm.  for  100-gm.  lots. 

Ergotoxine.  —  Ethanesulphonate,  10- 
gm.  lots,  b.p.  '32,  60s.  per  gm.  b.p.c.  '49, 
72s.  6d. 

Hyoscine  hydrobromide. — Per  oz.  102s. 
and  per  kilo,  3,595s. 

Hypophosphites. — Per  kilo :  — 


Quantity 

1  kilo 

12-5  kilos 

50  kilos 

s.  d. 

5.  d. 

s.  d. 

Calcium, b.p.c.  ... 

17  2 

16  1 

15  1 

Iron,  b.p.c. 

34  10 

33  7 

32  5 

Magnesium 

29  3 

28  2 

27  2 

Manganese,  b.p.c. 

35  3 

33  11 

32  9 

Potassium,  b.p.c. 

23  1 

22  5 

21  4 

Sodium,  b.p.c.  ... 

19  2 

18  1 

17  1 

Iodine. — Resublimed  in  less  than  50-kilo 
lots,  30s.  6d.  per  kilo;  50  kilos  and  over, 
29s.  9d.  Minimum  delivered  rates  for 
crude  is  18s.  7d.  per  kilo. 

Iodoform. — Powder  (per  kilo),  55s.  3d. 
in  50-kilo  lots;  less  than  50-kilos,  56s.  9d. 
Crystals  are  6s.  6d.  per  kilo  more. 

Magnesium  carbonate. — One-ton  lots : 
light,  129s.  per  cwt.;  heavy,  148s.  per 
cwt. 

Magnesium  chloride. — Crystals  in  50- 
kilo  kegs,  5s.  6d.  per  kilo. 

Magnesium  hydroxide. — B.P.C.  1-cwt. 
lots,  3s.  lid.  per  lb.;  1-ton,  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 


Magnesium  oxide,  b.p. — Light,  1-cwt. 
lots,  3s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  1-ton,  3s.  7d.; 
heavy,  5s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  peroxide. — B.P.C.  (15  per 
cent.),  3s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots. 

Magnesium  phosphates:  dihydrogen, 
50-kilo  lots,  in  kegs,  8s.  9d.  per  kilo; 
tribasic,  in  sacks,  9s.  8d.  kilo. 

Magnesium  sulphate.  —  B.P.  in  mini- 
mum 1-ton  lots  from  £21  to  £25  per 
ton.  Exsiccated,  £61  per  ton. 

Magnesium  trisilicate.  —  (Per  lb.). 
Under  5-cwt.  lots,  4s.  Id.;  1-ton,  3s.  4d. 

Methyl  testosterone. — Per  kilo,  £95. 

Quinidine.  —  Short.  Sulphate, 
2,063s.  lid.  per  100-oz.  for  lots  of  500-oz. 
and  over;  less  .than  500-oz.  are  2,181s.  8d. 
per  100-oz.  alkaloid,  crystals. 
2,701s.  4d.  and  2,855s.  Id.;  precipitated, 
2,733s.  Id.  and  2,889s.  All  nominal. 

Quinine. — Short,  1,000-oz.  lots  per  oz. : 
sulphate,  b.p.,  1963,  lis.;  bisulphate, 
lis.  2-jd. ;  dihidrochloride,  15s.  4d.; 
hydrochloride,  14s.  6d.   All  nominal. 

Theobromine.  —  Alkaloid  from  31s. 
to  36s.  6d.  per  kilo  as  to  quantity;- — 
calcium  salicylate  from  34s.  6d.  to 
39s.  6d.  per  kilo;  and  sodium  salicylate, 
31s.  6d.  to  36s.  6d. 

Theophylline. — 12^-kilo  lots;  alkaloid 
anhydrous,  32s.  3d.  per  kilo  and  b.p., 
33s.  3d.;  aminophylline,  29s.  per  kilo, 
12y  kilos,  31s.  per  kilo. 

Urea. — Pharmaceutical  grade,  £59  15s. 
per  ton  in  1-cwt.  bags  non-returnable ; 
technical  quality,  £41  5s.  per  ton  (4-ton 
lots). 

Zinc  carbonate. — One-cwt.  lots,  2s.  Ojd. 
per  lb.;  1-ton,  Is.  9d. 

Zinc  chloride.  —  B.P.C.  1954,  cake, 
15s.  5d.  per  kilo;  sticks,  17s.  3d. 

Zinc  oxide. — Two-ton  lots,  b.p.  grade, 
are  now  £131  10s.  per  ton;  1  ton,  £132  10s. 

Zinc  peroxide. — One-cwt.  lots  of  b.p., 
5s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Zinc  sulphate. — B.P.,  50  kilos,  3s.  6^-d. 
per  kilo. 

Crude  Drugs 

Aloes.  —  Primes,  270s.  per  cwt.  spot. 
Shipment.  265s.,  c.i.f.  nominal.  Curacao, 
spot,  270s.;  260s.,  c.i.f. 

Anise.  —  Chinese,  star,  145s.  per  cwt. 
spot,  duty  paid;  f.a.q.  for  shipment,  116s.. 
c.i.f. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  block  spot  from  £20 
to  £40  per  cwt.  as  to  quality. 

Cardamoms.  —  Aleppy  greens,  spot, 
20s.  per  lb. ;  shipment,  22s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Cocillana. — Bark  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot. 

Elemi.  —  Spot,  Is.  7d.  per  lb.;  ship- 
ment: new  crop.  Is.  5d.,  c.i.f. 

Ergot.  —  Portuguese,  spot,  10s.  6d.  per 
lb.;  shipment,  10s.,  c.i.f.,  nominal. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
160s.  per  cwt.,  spot;  shipment,  147s.,  c.i.f. 

Lanolin.  —  Anhydrous  b.p.  is  from 
2s.  6d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb.  in  1-ton  lots 
delivered  free  drums.  Commercial  grades 
from  Is.  9^d. 

Liquorice.  —  Natural  root :  Russian, 
67s.  6d.  per  cwt.;  Anatolian.  57s.  6d. ; 
Anatolian  decorticated.  170s.  Block  juice: 
Anatolian,  210s.  to  220s.  per  cwt.;  Italian 
stick  from  395s.  to  460s.  per  cwt. 

Lobelia. — Dutch  on  the  spot  offered  at 
from  4s.  3d.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  New  crop, 
October  shipment,  4s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Mace. — Whole  pale  blade,  14s.  per  lb. 
for  forward  delivery. 

Menthol.- — (Per  lb.).  Chinese  for  ship- 
ment, 27s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  28s.  6d..  in 
bond.  Brazilian  for  shipment.  28s.,  c.i.f.; 
spot,  31s.  6d.  to  32s.,  duty  paid. 


Mercury.  —  Spot  nominally  £265  per 
flask  of  76-lb.  ex  warehouse. 

Nutmegs.— (Per  lb.).  West  Indian,  spot, 
80's,  9s.;  110's,  7s.  8d. ;  sound  unassorted. 
7s. ;  defectives,  5s.  6d.  East  Indian  for 
shipment,  80's,  9s.;  110's,  7s.  2\d.,  b.w.p. 
4s.  4d.,  c.i.f. 

Pepper. — White  Sarawak,  spot.  3s.  9d. 
per  lb.;  shipment,  3s.  9d.,  c.i.f.  Black 
Sarawak,  3s.  4d.,  spot,  nominal;  shipment, 
3s.,  c.i.f.  Black  Malabar,  spot,  not  quoted: 
shipment,  August-September,  415s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.,  nominal. 

Quillaia. — For  shipment,  135s.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.;  spot,  130s. 

Seeds.  —  (Per  cwt.).  Anise.  —  Turkish, 
205s.,  duty  paid;  Spanish,  255s.,  duty  paid. 
Caraway.  —  Dutch,  135s.,  duty  paid. 
Celery.  —  Indian,  177s.  6d.,  spot;  ship- 
ment, new-crop  for  August-September, 
170s.,  c.i.f.  Coriander. — Moroccan,  60s., 
duty  paid;  shipment,  51s.,  c.i.f.  Cumin.— 
Market  advancing.  Indian,  310s.;  Moroc- 
can, 330s.,  duty  paid;  shipment,  Cyprian, 
300s.,  c.i.f.;  Indian,  295s.,  and  Moroccan, 
280s.,  all  c.i.f.  Dill.— Indian  quoted  at 
120s.,  spot;  and  shipment,  92s.  6d.,  c.i.f 
Fennel— Chinese.  130s.,  duty  paid-  ship- 
ment, 112s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Indian,  140s.,  c.i.f. 
Fenugreek.  —  Moroccan,  47s.  6d..  duty 
paid;  shipment,  40s.,  c.i.f.  Mustard.— 
English,  60s.  to  80s.  according  to  quality. 

Senna.  —  (Per  lb.).  Tinnevelly  leaves 
spot:  Prime  No.  1,  2s.;  No.  3  f.a.q 
Is.  Id.  Shipment:  No.  3,  Is.,  c.i.f.  Pods: 
Tinnevelly  hand-picked,  Is.  8d.  to  2s.  as 
to  quality;  spot,  manufacturing.  Is.  Id.; 
shipment,  lid.,  c.i.f.  Alexandria  pods: 
Hand-picked  from  7s.  to  8s.;  manufac- 
turing, forward,  2s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Turmeric.  —  Madras  finger,  spot,  125s. 
per  cwt.;  shipment  quoted  at  110s.,  c.i.f. 

Valerian  root.— Indian,  spot,  210s  per 
cwt.;  shipment,  200s.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Almond.  —  Imported  sweet  oil  is  7s. 
per  lb.  spot. 

Birch  tar. — Rectified,  3s.  per  lb. 

Bois  de  rose.  —  Brazilian  spot,  from 
16s.  6d.;  shipment,  16s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 

Citronella.  —  Ceylon,  spot,  5s.  l£d.- 
shipment,  4s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.;  Formosan 
and  Chinese,  4s.  6d.,  in  bond;  shipment. 
4s.  4d.,  c.i.f. 

Clove. — Madagascar  leaf  for  shipment. 
5s  6d.,  c.i.f.,  spot,  6s.  Id.,  in  bond. 
Rectified,  10s.  Distilled  bud-oil,  English 
b.p.,  26s.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots. 

Lemongrass.  —  Spot.  8s.  10|d.  per  lb. ; 
shipment,  8s.  7|d.,  c.i.f. 

Patchouli.  —  Penang  forward  is  nomi- 
nally, 67s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  from 
72s.  6d.,  duty  paid. 

Peppermint.  —  Amends:  Chinese  for 
shipment,  10s.  6d„  c.i.f.;  spot,  10s.  6d. 
Brazilian  for  shipment,  Us.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  spot, 
lis.  6d.  Piperita:  Italian.  48s.  to  60s.,  spot! 
American  from  32s.  6d.  per  lb.  as  to  make. 

Petitgrain.  —  Paraguay  for  shipment, 
13s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  14s.  3d.  per  lb. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  August  10:  Benzocaine 
is  now  cheaper  at  $2-65  per  lb.  (down 
50  cents).  In  Essential  Oils,  Pepper- 
mint was  boosted  to  make  the  natural 
$5-35  a  lb.  (up  35  cents)  and  the  re- 
distilled. $5-70  (up  25  cents).  Also 
higher  were  pimento  leaf  at  $3-75  (five 
cents):  Bergamot  at  $18-25  (50  cents) 
and  Patchouli.  $11-00  (25  cents). 
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PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "  Official  Journal  (Patents),"  July  21 

Antibacterial  substances.  American  Cyanamid  Co. 
1,003,092. 

Quaternary   ammonium   salts   of   perhalic  acids. 

Nihon  Yushi  K.  K.  1,003,096. 
Process     lor     the     production     of  3,4-dihydro- 

benzoxazinones-(l,'},2)    and    products  obtained 

thereby.   Merck.   A.G.  1,003,113-114. 
Water-soluble  aleuretic  acid   derivatives.   H.  H. 

Le  Veen.  1,003,136. 
Butyl  ethers  of  hydroxyamido-acids  and  peptides 

and  derivatives  thereof.  Organon  Laboratories, 

Ltd.  1,003,176. 
Animal  feedstufjs.  Unilever,  Ltd.  1,003,188. 
Manufacture   of   sodium    chloride   crystals.  Im- 
perial  Chemical   Industries.   Ltd.  1,003,216. 
Coatings  for  solid   pharmaceutical  compositions. 

Hassle,  Apotekare  Paul  Nordstroms  Fabriker, 

A.B.  1,003,241. 
Preparation   of   2-chloroallyl   esters.   CIBA,  Ltd. 

1,003,245. 

4-Azathia  xanthene  derivatives.  Sandoz  Patents, 
Ltd.  1,003,292. 

Steroid  and  the  preparation  thereof.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  1,003,301. 

Process  for  the  preparation  of  steroid  compounds. 
Roussel-Uclaf.  1,003,304-305. 

Therapeutically-active  steroid  compounds,  their 
preparations  and  formulation  into  pharmaceu- 
tical compositions.  Roussel-Uclaf.  1,003,307. 

Pregnane  derivatives  and  processes  for  their 
preparation.  Roussel-Uclaf.  1,003,308. 

Derivatives  of  the  pregnane  series  and  their 
production.  Roussel-Uclaf.  1,003,309. 

Amino  acid  surface  active  agents  and  their  use 
in  shampoos.  L'Oreal.  1,003,345. 

Production  of  organic  esters.  Distillers  Co.,  Ltd. 
1,003,347. 

Piperazine  derivatives.  Rhone-Poulenc,  S.A. 
1,003,349. 

Antibiotic  F.I.   1762  {Daunomycin)  Soc.  Farma- 

ceutici  Italia.  1,003,383. 
Process  for  the  preparation  of  2-chloroazacyclo- 

2-3-alkene-N-carbochlorides.  Stamicarbon,  N.V. 

1,003,392. 

Process   for   the   manufacture   of  an   ester  of  a 

carboxylic  acid   with   an   unsaturated  alcohol. 

Farbwerke  Hoechst,  A.G.  1,003,396. 
Biosynthetic     products     and     the  manufacture 

thereof.  Upjohn  Co.  1.003,405. 
Exposure     meters.      Sangamo     Weston,  Ltd. 

1,003,417. 

Photographic    camera.    Agfa,    A.G.  1,003,460. 
Esters   of   dicarboxylic   acids   and  compositions 

containing  the  same.  Monsanto  Co.  1,003,467. 
Steroids     and    methods    for    their  production. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  1,003,471. 
Norandrostane  compounds  and  method  for  their 

production.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  1,003,472. 
Steroid  esterification  process.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

1,003,473. 

Tetracycline  derivatives.  American  Cyanamid  Co. 
1.003,474. 

£2.a.Pregnadien-na-ol-20-one  derivatives  and 
process  for  their  production.  Syntex  Corpora- 
tion.  1,003,475.  .  ■ 

lndolo  quinolizines.  Koninklijke  Pharmaceutische 
Fabriken  vorheen  Brocades  Stheeman  &  Phar- 
macia. 1,003,476. 

Animal  feeds.  J.  R.  Geigy,  A.G.  1.003,477. 

g-Hydroxy-quinoline  derivatives.  J.  R.  Geigy, 
A.G.  1,003,478. 

Acetoxymethyl  benzylpenicillinate.  Wyeth  &  Bro., 
Ltd.  1,003,479.  ~ 

Preparation  of  esters  of  2-chloro-6  lower  alkyl- 
isonicotinic  acids.  Ministerul  Industnei  Petro- 
lului  si  Chimiei.  1.003,480. 

Antibiotic  m-319.  Abbott  Laboratories.  1,003,485. 

Acylaminophenyl  carbonates.  Smith  Kline  & 
French  Laboratories.  1.003,491. 

Derivatives  of  iodinated  benzoic  acid  and  a  pro- 
cess for  their  preparation.  Sterling  Drug,  Inc. 
1,003,494. 

Projectors.    Voigtlander,   A.G.  1,003,516. 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the  above 
will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each)  from  the 
Patent  Office.  23  Southampton  Buildings,  Chan- 
cery Lane,  London,  W.C.2,  from  September  1. 

From  the  "  Official  Journal  (Patents),"  July  28 

lndolo-indolizlne  compounds.  Koninklijke  Phar- 
maceutische Fabrieken  Voorheen  Brocades- 
Sthee.nan  &  Pharmacia,  N.V.  1.003.645. 


Manufacture  and  use  of  a  carotenoid ,  Hoffmann- 
La  Roche  &  Co.,  A.G.  1,003,546. 

Oral  compositions  for  caries  prophylaxis.  Procter 
it  Gamble  Co.  1.003.595. 

Hair  dyeing  compositions.  Clairol,  Inc.  1,003,600. 

Hydroanthracene  derivatives  and  their  manu- 
facture. American  Cyanamid  Co.  1,003,648. 

Process  for  producing  purified  terephthalic  acid. 
Teijin,  Ltd.  1,003,650. 

Process  for  the  preparation  of  2A-dicyano-\ 
butene.   Rhone-Poulenc,   S.A.  1,003,656. 

Phenyla'kanolamine  derivatives  and  a  method 
for  their  production.  Osterreichische  Srick- 
stoffwerke,   A.G.  1,003,659. 

Androstane  and  androslene  derivatives.  May  & 
Baker,   Ltd.  1,003,681-82. 

Polypeptides  and  process  for  their  manufacture. 
CIBA,  Ltd.  1,003,683. 

Unsaturated   amines.   CIBA,   Ltd.  1,003,686. 

Manufacture  of  diaryl  oxides  from  phenols. 
Imperial   Chemical   Industries,   Ltd.  1,003,737. 

Diagnostic  compositions  for  the  determination  of 
blood  coagulant  factor  levels.  Warner-Lam- 
bert Pharmaceutical  Co.  1,003,748. 

Photographic  camera  with  focal-plane  shutter. 
Spirotechnique.  1,003,757. 

Photographic  development  and  developing  com- 
positions. Gevaert  Photo-Producten,  N.V. 
1,003,783.  ■ 

Basically   substituted    derivatives    of  halogeno-4- 

azaphenthiazines.    Deutsche    Gold-und  Silber- 

Scheideanstalt,  1,003,784. 
Process    for    the    manufacture    of  nitro-diamino- 

benzenes.  Ferbwerke  Hoechst,  A.G.  1,0)3,785. 
5-phenylcytosine    derivatives     and     methods  of 

preparing  same.   Spofa   Sdruzeni   Pod  liku  pro 

Zdravotnickou  Vyrobu.  1,003,788. 
Pyrimidinone   derivatives.    G.   D.   Scarle   &  Co. 

1,003,802. 

Derivative  of  isoxazoline.  Abbott  Laboratories. 
1.003,813. 

Production   of  caprolactam.   F.   I.   Du   Pont  de 

Nemours  &  Co.  1,003,820. 
Depilation      process.      J.      R.      Geigy,  A.G. 

1,003,851. 

Guanadines  and  isothioureas .  Wellcome  Foun- 
dation, Ltd.  1,003,889. 

a-aminobenzyt-penicillin.  American  Home  Pro- 
ducts Corporation.   1,003, 86J. 


Procedure  for  the  preparation  of  /\'-dehydro- 
steroids.  Gedeon  Richter  Vegyeszeii  Gyar. 
1,003,852. 

Derivatives  of  acylated  quaternary  hydrazonium 
compounds.  Procter  &  Gamble,  Ltd. 
1,003,926. 

Benzophenones  and  derivatives  thereof.  F.  Hoff- 
mann-La Roche  &  Co.,  A.G.  1,003.936. 

3  fi-Dichloro-2-picolinic  acid  compounds.  Dow 
Chemical  Co.  1,003,937. 

Tetracycline  derivative.  Industrielle  pour  la 
Fabrication  des  Antibiotiques.  1,003,947. 

Halo  pregnadienes.  American  Cyanamid  Co. 
1,003.949. 

Process  for  the  production  of  basic  dibenzo- 
oxepin  and  dibenzo-thiepin  derivatives.  C.  F. 
Boehringer   &  Soehne,   G.m.b.H.  1,003,950. 

Insecticidal  substances.  Rohm  &  Haas  Co. 
1,003,977. 

Photographic      dark-slides.      Meopta  Narodni 

Podnik.  1,003,995. 
Stabilized     insecticidal     compositions.  Velsicol 

Chemical  Corporation.  1,004,015. 
Trisoxygenated    androstane    derivatives.    G,  D, 

Searle  &  Co.  1,004,029. 
Dentifrice    preparations.    Colgate-Palmolive  Co. 

1,004,039. 

Derivatives   of  heparin   and   processes  for  their 

preparation.   Roussel-Uclaf.  1,004,052. 
Steroids     and     process     for     the  manufacture 

thereof.   Abbott  Laboratories.  1,004,054. 
Process    for    the     manufacture    of  a,a-dialkyl 

branched    carboxy.ic    acids    and    their  alkyl 

esters.  Schering,  A.G.  1,004,060. 
Substituted  fi-phenethytamines  and  a  process  for 

their    production.    Council    of    Scientific  and 

Industrial  Research.  1,004,071. 
Cyclohexene    derivatives    arid    process    for  their 

production.  1.  R.  Geigy,  A.G.  1,004,072. 
Veterinary  antihelminthic  compositions  comprising 

benzimidazole  derivatives.  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc. 

1,004,073. 

Colour  couplers  and  to  their  production  and 
use  in  colour  photography.  Ilford,  Ltd. 
1,004,075. 

British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the  above 
will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each)  from  the 
Patent  Office,  23  Southampton  Buildings,  Chan- 
cery Lane,  London,  W.C.2,  from  September  8. 


TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED  BEFORE  REGISTRATION 


From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  July  28 

For  washing  and  cleaning  preparations  (3) 
LASTOLON,    869,816,    by    Last-o-Lon,  Inc.. 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  U.S.A. 
For   infants'    and   invalids'   foods   and  pharma- 
ceutical foods,  none  being  milk  foods  (5) 
Device   with   word    QUAKER,    B850,632,  by 
Quaker  Oats,  Ltd.,  Southall,  Middlesex. 
For   insecticides,   preparations   for  killing  weeds 
and  destroying  vermin;  disinfectants,  fumigating 
preparations,  deodorants,  and  antiseptic  cleansing 
lotions  (5) 

Device     with     words     NATIONAL    CH  EM- 
SEARCH,  B854.751,  by  National  Chemsearch 
Corporation  of  Texas,  Irving,  Texas,  U.S.A. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  internal  use 
in    the   treatment   of  coughs,   colds,  indigestion 
and  constipation  (5) 
TRINITY,  867,338,  by  Trinity  Chemists.  Ltd., 
London,  W.l. 
For  all  goods  (5) 

JEY,  868.471,  by  leyes'  Group,  Ltd.,  Barking, 
Essex.  POLYTRACIN,  875,045,  by  Agprolin, 
Ltd.,  Oldham,  Lanes. 
For  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary  preparations 
and  substances  for  the  treatment  of  worms  (5) 
ANTHELMEX,  870,934,  by  Pfizer,  Ltd.,  Sand- 
wich, Kent. 

For    medical    and    pharmaceutical  preparations 

and  substances  for  human  use  (5) 

HYPOPR1M,  874,278,  by  Wellcome  Founda- 
tion, Ltd..  London,  N.W.I. 

For  pharmaceutical  products  (5) 
Device   with   words   SEVEN   SEAS,  874.862. 
by  Marfleet  Refining  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hull,  Yorks. 

For  pharmaceutical   preparations  and  substances 

(5) 

CAMCOTRON,  878,853,  by  Camden  Chemical 
Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  W.C.I.  SUPPLIVITE, 
879,642,  by  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  London, 
E.2. 

For    pharmaceutical    preparations    for  external 


human  use  on  the  scalp  (5) 

SCALPORA,  B874.282,  by  John  Claude  Yves 

Patrick  Gommes,  London,  E.C.2. 
For    medicinal ,    pharmaceutical    and  veterinary 
preparations  (5) 

DURASORB,    879,508,    by   E.    R.   Squibb  & 

Sons,  Twickenham,  Middlesex. 
For  insecticides,  fungicides,  herbicides  and  pre- 
parations  for  killing   weeds  (5) 

MURPHICOL,        879,524,  MURPHICON, 

879,526,    by    Murphy    Chemical    Co.,  Ltd., 

Wheathampstead,  Herts. 
For  adhesive  dressings  and  plasters  for  surgical 
and  medical  use  (5) 

VAL-U-PLAST,  879,566,  by  Frank  Sammeroff, 

Ltd.,  Glasgow,  C.5. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  products  (5) 

SERENID,  879,628,  by  American  Home  Pro- 
ducts Corporation,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
For    pharmaceutical    preparations    and  products 
for  human  and  veterinary  use  (5) 

PREDNI-CORT,  879,839,  by  American  Home 

Products  Corporation,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
For  photographic  and  cinematographic  apparatus 
and  instruments  and  parts  and  fittings  (9) 

PACEMAKER,       B873.195,       by  Japanese 

Cameras,  Ltd.,  Tunstall,  Stoke-on-Trent. 
For  photographic  apparatus  and  instruments;  and 
binoculars  (9) 

AMICA,   877,728,  by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co., 

Ltd.,  Nottingham. 
For   photographic,    cinematographic   and  optical 
apparatus    (none    being    for    use    with  sound 
recording  and  sound  reproducing  apparatus)  and 
parts  and  fittings  (9) 

CARALUX,  873,309,  by  Kodak,  Ltd.,  London, 

W.C.2. 

For  teats,  feeding  bottles,  baby  soothers  (10), 
for  hot-water  bottles  (21)  and  for  babies'  pants 

(25) 

MAW'S  838,079-81,  by  Maws  Pharmacy  Sup- 
plies, Ltd.,  Barnet,  Herts. 
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DRUG  INDUSTRY  ON  TELEVISION 

As  Granada  sees  it 


THE  television  programme  "  Britain's 
Drug  Industry,"  screened  on  August 
3,  to  which  there  was  only  time  to 
make  the  briefest  reference  last  week, 
opened  with  a  narrator  saying  that  few 
people  question  the  cost  of  a  product 
that  can  relieve  pain  or  save  lives,  but 
many  feel  that  that  trust  is  being  ex- 
ploited. Voices  were  heard  making 
such  remarks  as  "  We  certainly  aren't 
getting  a  fair  deal  from  some,  but  not 
all,  of  the  drug  manufacturers." 
In  December  1959,  went  on  the  narra- 
tor, a  committee  under  Senator  Kefau- 
ver  investigated  the  American  drug  in- 
dustry. 

Government  Inquiry 

"  The  Committee  found  that  .  .  . 
some  firms  were  making  profits  of  up 
to  7,000  per  cent,  on  certain  drugs." 
Allegations  of  profiteering  on  a  similar 
scale  in  this  country  led  to  the  setting 
up  of  a  Government  committee  to  in- 
vestigate Britain's  drug  industry — "  an 
industry  that  is  two-thirds  American- 
owned  with  an  annual  turnover  of 
£220  millions.  Already  its  probings  have 
caused  a  major  split  in  the  industry. 
Last  Thursday  I.C.I,  resigned.  .  .  .  The 
published  reason  was  disagreement  over 
a  public  relations  project  but  another 
reason  is  said  to  be  that  I.C.I,  has  de- 
cided to  co-operate  fully  with  the 
Sainsbury  Committee  and  disclose  con- 
fidential information  on  its  manufac- 
turing costs  that  has  met  reluctance 
from  other  companies  to  do  the  same." 

There  was  a  switch  to  a  doctor's 
waiting  room  in  Feltham,  Middlesex, 
where  four  out  of  eleven  people  wait- 
ing were  to  be  prescribed  tetracycline. 
"  Last  year  it  was  prescribed  on  10  mil- 
lion occasions."  It  cost  the  National 
Health  Service  over  £9  millions. 

"  When  the  American  firm,  Pfizer," 
said  the  narrator.  "  first  marketed  tetra- 
cycline in  1954,  their  British  subsidiary 
charged  the  Ministry  of  Health  £99  per 
1,000  tablets."  The  price  had  been 
gradually  lowered  to  the  present  level 
(£44  18s.  6d.),  but  until  recently  the 
Ministry  was  buying  imported  tetracy- 
cline for  use  in  hospitals  for  only  £4 
per  1,000. 

At  this  point  "  one  of  the  principal 
importers  (Dr.  Montague  Solomon, 
chairman  of  D.D.S.A.,  Ltd.,  appeared 
to  say  that  the  drugs  his  company  were 
importing  were  from  countries  that  in- 
sisted on  high  standards  of  quality, 
and  to  add  "  I  think  it's  absolutely  scan- 
dalous that  the  National  Health  Ser- 
vice should  be  expected  and  asked  to 
pay  ten  times  more  for  drugs  than  is 
reasonable."  Having  pointed  out  that 
two  months  previously  the  Minister  of 
Health  had  stopped  imports  of  cheap 
tetracycline,  the  narrator  called  on  Dr. 
Montague  Phillips,  "  a  consultant  che- 
mical engineer."  for  an  "  independent 
assessment "  of  the  cost  of  making 
tetracycline.  Dr.  Phillips  put  it  at  about 
£3  to  £3  10s.  per  1,000.  That  led  to  a 
call  to  Mr.  Goulding  (a  director  of 
Pfizer,  Ltd.),  to  justify  the  extra  £40 
which  the  Health  Service  paid  last  year 
on  every  thousand  tablets."  who  poin- 
ted out  that,  to  the  production  cost, 
there  had  to  be  added  the  cost  of  re- 


search, development,  and  selling  effort, 
which  was  spread  across  the  whole 
range  of  a  manufacturer's  products. 

As  part  of  an  "  examination  of  the 
selling  effort "  "  only  one  week's  de- 
livery "  of  manufacturers'  printed  mat- 
ter to  one  doctor  was  shown,  and  its 
cost  estimated  at  "  over  £2."  A  doctor 
declared  "  It  goes  straight  into  the 
wastepaper  basket.  It  doesn't  ...  do 
the  doctor  any  good,  it  doesn't  do  the 
country  at  large  any  good."  A  repre- 
sentative was  shown  interviewing  the 
Feltham  doctor,  an  inconclusive  epi- 
sode, and  a  senior  lecturer  in  physio- 
logy at  London  University  said  it 
seemed  ridiculous  that  the  promotional 
methods  of  the  drug  industry  should  be 
the  same  as  those  of  the  detergent  in- 
dustry. A  spokesman  of  the  drug  indus- 
try (Dr.  Gordon  Fryers)  said  the  aver- 
age cost  of  telling  doctors  about  new 
drugs  was  about  £1  per  doctor  per  new 


medicine   launched  upon  the  market. 

"  A  Birmingham  chemist "  was 
brought  on  to  speak  of  confusion 
caused  by  the  same  drug  being  fre- 
quently marketed  by  rival  companies 
under  different  brand  names,  and  to 
add  "  Since  the  Minister  has  recently 
decided  to  pay  the  pharmacist  for 
whichever  drug  he  dispenses,  he  dis- 
penses, naturally,  the  most  expensive." 

A  tin  of  imported  cheap  penicillin 
tablets  was  the  occasion  for  calling  in 
Dr.  Frank  Stock,  of  Birmingham  City's 
drug-testing  laboratories,  to  say  "  If 
buying  cheap  drugs  means  buying  drugs 
of  poor  quality  then  we  can't  afford 
them." 

The  Dunlop  Committee  was  intro- 
duced, apparently,  to  show  up  its  lack 
of  powers  of  enforcement,  giving  the 
narrator  the  cue  for  the  pay-off  line : 
"  Drugs  are  not  like  other  commercial 
products,  we  need  them  or  we  don't. 
We  have  little  choice  but  to  take  what 
we  are  given,  the  more  important  a 
drug  is  to  our  health  the  more  vulner- 
able we  are  to  those  who  sell  it  to  us." 


CONTEMPORARY  THEMES 

Subjects  of  contributions  in  current  medical  and  technical  periodicals. 


3,4-Dichiorobenzyl  methv lcarbamate  and  rela- 
ted compounds  as  herbicides.  Science,  July  9. 

Wax-esters  in  emulsions.  Hydrolysis  of.  J.  Soc. 
Cos.  Chem.,  July  22. 

Emulsion  formulation.  An  approach  to.  J.  Soc. 
Cos.  Chem.,  July  22. 

Enteric-coated  aspirin.  Absorption  of.  J. 
Amer.  med.  Ass.,  July  12. 

Benzene  hexachloride.  Aplastic  anaemia  follow- 
ing. J.  Amer.  med.  Ass.,  July  12. 

Insect-sting  allergy.  J.  Amer.  med.  Ass., 
July  12. 

Drugs  of  the  devil.  New  Scientist,  July  22. 

Psychotomimetic  drugs.  Aust.  J.  Pharm.,  April. 

The  chemical  compatibility  of  some  antibac- 
terial agents  with  ophthalmic  solutions.  Aust. 
J.  Pharm.,  April. 

Laparotomy  under  local  anaesthesia  and  narcosis. 
Lancet.  July  24. 

Streptomycin  in  pregnancy:  Effect  on  the  foetal 
ear.  Brit.  med.  J.,  July  31. 

Actrapid  and  crystal  11  Nova.  Time-action 
studies  and  clinical  trial  of.  Brit.  med.  J., 
July  31. 

Oral  contraceptive  hormones  and  blood  coagu- 
lability. Brit.  med.  J.,  July  31. 

Petrol  fumes.  Toxic  psychosis  caused  by  in- 
halation of.  Brit,  med  J.,  July  31. 

Nitrogen  mustard.  Hyponatraemia  and  bronchial 
carcinoma:  therapy  with.  Brit.  med.  J.,  July  31. 

Hospital  staphylococci.  Control  of.  Lancet, 
July  31. 

Thorotrast.   Malignancy  and  other  late  effects 

following  administration  of.  Lancet,  July  31. 
Monoamine-oxidase  inhibitors.  Effect  of,  on  the 

concentrations  of  5-hydroxy-tryptamine  in  the 

human  brain.  Lancet,  July  31. 
A-enosine.  Effect  of.  on  platelet  adhesiveness  in 

fasting  and  lipaemic  blood.  Lancet,  July  31. 
Severe    barbiturate    poisoning.    Treatment  of. 

Lancet,  July  31. 
Enteric-coated  aspirin.  Absorption  of.  J.  Amer. 

med.  Ass..  July  12. 
Benzene  hexachloride.  Aplastic  anaemia  follow- 
ing. J.  Amer.  med.  Ass.,  July  12. 
Hydroxyprogesterone   caproate.   Treatment  of 

benign   prostatic  hypertrophy  with.   J.  Amer. 

med.  Ass,,  July  12. 
Tetracycline  nephropathy.  J.  Amer,  med.  Ass., 

July  19. 

Demethylchlortetracycline  hydrochloride. 

Nephrogenic    diabetes    insipidus    due    to.  J. 

Amer.  med.  Ass.,  July  19. 
Chloroquine  retinopathy  in  rabbits.  Studies  on. 

J.  Amer.  med.  Ass.,  July  19. 
Chlorfenvinphos.  The  use  of.  for  the  control 

of  sheep  maggot  fly.  Vet.  Rec,  July  31. 
Paraquat.  Photochemical  degradation  of.  Nature. 

July  31. 

Cobra  venom.  A  highly  selective  carcinolytic 
agent  isolated  from.  Nature,  July  31. 


Sodium  cephelothin.  Anaphylactoid  reaction  to. 

./.  Amer.  med.  Ass.,  July  12. 
Riboflavine.    Quantitative    separation    of,  from 

vitamin    mixtures.        J.    Pharm.  Pharmacol., 

August. 

Powders.  The  effect  of  humidity  and  tempera- 
ture on  the  equilibrium  moisture  content  of 
powders.   J.  Pharm.  Pharmacol.,  August. 

3  -  Dimethylamino  -  2  -  methyl  -  1  -  phenyl - 
-1-0-TOLYLPROPANOL  (SK&F  70463-A).  Pharma- 
cological properties  of.  J.  Pharm.  Pharmacol., 
August. 

Propranolol.  Use  of,  in  angina  pectoris.  Brit, 
med  ].,  August  7. 

Tolbutamide  test:  a  misleading  response.  Brit, 
med  ■!.,  August  7. 

Metformin.  Fibrinolytic  effect  of,  in  coronary- 
artery  disease.  Lancet.  August  7. 

Dextrostix  estimations  of  blood-sugar.  Observer 
error  in.  Lancet,  August  7. 

Ecothiophate-iodide.  Depressed  levels  of  serum- 
pseudocholinesterase  with  eyedrops.  Lancet, 
August  7. 

Propylene  glycol:  a  solvent-vehicle  of  increased 
importance  in  dermatology.  Amer.  J.  Pharm., 
May-J  une. 

COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  beading  should  be 
sent  in  time  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later  than 
first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of  insertion. 

Thursday,  August  19 

Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  County  Arms  hotel,  Blaby. 
Leicester.  Social  evening  with  Leicester  phar- 
macists. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Pharmaceutical  Society  and  School  of  Phar- 
macy, University  of  London.  A  post-graduate 
school  on  "  Characterisation  and  Manipulation 
of  Powders  "  is  being  arranged  for  April  18-22, 
1966.  Fee  will  be  £30.  Although  the  course  is 
designed  primarily  for  pharmacists,  persons 
holding  other  qualifications  who  are  employed 
in  pharmaceutical  work  will  be  admitted.  Details 
can  be  obtained  from  Miss  G.  M.  Sweet,  Secre- 
tary to  the  Director,  Department  of  Pharmaceu- 
tical Sciences,  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.I. 

Advance  Information 

London  Nursing  Exhibition,  Seymour  Hall, 
Seymour  Place,  London.  W.l,  October  18-22. 

Nottingham  University  Pharmacy  Depart- 
ment. A  reunion  of  students  from  the  1954  and 
1955  intakes  is  being  organised  for  April  23, 
1966.  Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  S. 
Dickinson,  42  Rufford  Avenue,  Bramcote,  Bee- 
ston,  Notts. 
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What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments  in  drugs  and  treatments 

THE  central  index  of  tablets  and  cap- 
sules that  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  seems  to  offer 
more  than  either  container  labelling  or 


coding  systems  alone,  according  to  a 
leading  article  in  the  Lancet  on  tablet 
and  capsule  identification.  Comment- 
ing on  the  Co-tabs  system,  which  has 
been  condemned  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  rejected  by  a  joint  commit- 
tee of  hte  Society  and  British  Medical 
Association,  the  article  says  that,  since 
the  system  will  assist  any  scheme  of 
identification,  to  censure  the  enterprise 
of  a  single  company  without  giving  the 
method  a  fair  trial  seems  unwise.  On 
the  labelling  of  containers  of  dispensed 
medicines  the  leader  comments  that 
confusion  between  the  policy  of  the 
B.M.A.  and  the  advice  given  to  phar- 
macists by  the  Joint  Formulary  Com- 
mittee should  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, "  but  we  find  it  hard  to  under- 
stand why  there  has  been  so  much 
protracted  opposition  to  labelling  un- 
less otherwise  specified."  (Lancet, 
August  7,  p.  275.) 

All  fourteen  patients  with  angina 
pectoris  who  took  part  in  a  trial  of 
propanolol  at  University  College  Hos- 
pital, London,  were  subjectively  im- 
proved, had  fewer  attacks,  and  con- 
sumed fewer  glyceryl  trinitrate  tablets 
while  treated  with  the  drug,  report  the 


workers  concerned.  Before  the  trial  a 
"  run-in  "  period  was  used  to  build  up 
the  dose  to  100  mgm.  four  times  a  day, 
or  to  the  maximum  tolerated  dose  when 
that  was  less.  The  period  of  the  trial 
itself  was  eight  weeks,  during  which 
pat'ents  were  each  given  placebo  and 
active  drug  for  two  periods  of  two 
weeks'  duration.  Tablets  in  both  series 
were  identical  in  taste  and  appearance. 
No  troublesome  side-effects  were  en- 
countered from  the  use  of  propranolol. 
(B.M.J.,  August  7,  p.  337.) 

Estimation  of  the  level  of  5-hydroxy- 
tryptamine  (5-HT)  in  the  brains  of 
patients  who  died  while  taking  either 
isocarboxazid  or  nialamide,  has  shown 
that,  if  treatment  has  been  continued 
for  more  than  two  weeks,  the  level  is 
about  twice  that  found  in  controls  not 
being  treated  with  a  monoamine-oxi- 
dase inhibitor.  The  authors  (workers  in 
London)  point  out  that  it  would  be 
unjustifiable  to  use  those  results  as 
evidence  that  antidepressive  effects  of 
M. a.o.i. 's  are  due  to  accumulation  of 
5-HT  since  other  biochemical  changes 
may  occur  at  the  same  rate.  (Lancet, 
luly  31,  p.  205.) 

Metformin  is  concluded  by  workers 
at  the  Gloucestershire  Royal  Hospital 
to  be  a  promising  fibrinolytic  drug  for 
trial  in  the  prophylaxis  of  arterial  oc- 
clusion. Their  observations  were  made 


on  twenty-seven  patients,  twenty-one  of 
whom  completed  the  trial.  Blood 
plasma-fibrinogen  and  serum  cholesterol 
levels,  and  dilute-blood-clot  lysis  and 
euglobulin-clot-lysis  times  were  deter- 
mined during  a  control  period,  before 
the  trial,  of  four  months,  during  which 
the  patients  were  given  500  mgm.  of 
metformin  three  times  daily,  and  con- 
tinued for  a  further  two  months,  during 
which  dummy  tablets  were  given.  Most 
patients  with  low  or  medium  fibrino- 
lytic activity  gave,  while  receiving  the 
drug,  a  fibrinolytic  response,  due  to 
elevation  of  plasminogen  activator 
levels.  The  authors  comment  that  it  is 
not  proved  whether  the  association  of 
defective  fibrinolytic  activity  with  oc- 
clusive vascular  disease  is  one  of  cause 
and  effect.  They  suggest  that  a  con- 
trolled trial  should  be  conducted  to 
determine  whether  a  suitable  fibrinolytic 
drug  has  protective  value  in  patients 
with  the  disease,  and  whether  or  not  it 
will  diminish  the  incidence  of  further 
occlusion  and  improve  life  expectancy. 
(Lancet,  August  7,  p.  257.) 

PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

Charles  Bedeman,  Ltd.,  180  Queens  Road,  Lon- 
don, S.E.15:  Deep  shampoo  and  soap.  In  Boy- 
friend, Fabulous,  Honey,  Rave  and  She, 

Ravette  Beauty  Products,  Ltd.  (distributors 
Chemist  Brokers,  Crown  House.  Morden,  Sur- 
rey): Misty  new  formula  and  Misty  crystal 
clear  hair  sprays.  In  Woman's  Mirror,  Boy- 
friend, Fabulous,  Honey,  Mirabelle.  and  Argus 
group.  Commencing  in  September.  Rayette 
aerosol  deodorant.  In  Look  Westward  and 
T.V.  Times  (Border  edition)  (test  campaign). 

A.  Schubert  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Crib  Street,  Ware. 
Herts:  Minette  cosmetic  gloves.  In  T.V,  World 
(test  campaign). 

PUBLICATIONS 
Catalogues  and  Lists 

The  British  Drug  Houses.  Ltd.  (B.D.H.  Lab- 
oratory Chemicals  Division),  Poole,  Dorset: 
Laboratory  chemicals  catalogue,  1965  (pp.  413). 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announce- 
ment will,  during  the  week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 
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4711   

2/30 

1/15 

2/30 

2/30 

1/15 

2/30 

2/30 

1/15 

1/15 

Alka-Seltzer  ...   

8/171 

5/104 

6/134 

6/111 

5/150 

8/171 

8/194 

3/120 

8/171 

5/104 

8/171 

6/111 

5/81 

6/111 

Anadin   

10/175 

4/74 

3/44 

6/121 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

5/160 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

4/74 

1/30 

Andrews 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

6/150 

4/120 

4/120 

3/75 

5/150 

4/120 

3/90 

4/120 

2/60 

Askit  powders   

12/84 

3/21 

4/28 

Aspro   

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49 

7/49  . 

Bathjoys   

2/60 

1/30 

3/90 

1/30 

3/90 

Bunty  baby  products 

3/45 

Dentu-creme 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

Dettol   

5/149 

3/59 

2/14 

2/14 

6/80 

1/7 

4/104 

5/111 

1/45 

5/149 

5/111 

1/45 

2/90 

spray   

3/45 

3/45 

Euthymol   

1/30 

1/30 

1/40 

Freezone   

1/30 

1/7 

1/30 

Go  deodorant   

3/60 

Immac  ...   

2/60 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

Loxene  shampoo 

1/30  . 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

Milk  of  Magnesia  tablets... 

3/45 

3/45 

4/60 

3/45 

6/90 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

3/45 

4/60 

3/45 

2/30 

4/60' 

Minette  gloves  .... 

5/35 

Model  Nail  ... 

4/36 

Nair   ...  ...   

1/30 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60' 

Poligrip   

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

Rennies 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

5/150 

3/90 

4/120 

1/30 

5/150 

3/90 

Right  Guard  

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

2/60 

Rinstead  pastilles  ...  .:. 

2/30 

2/60 

Signal  tooth-paste  

4/120 

4/120 

6/180 

4/120 

4/120 

5/150 

2/60 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

5/150" 

Silver  Gillette   

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

4/120 

3/90 

SR  tooth-paste   

7/210 

2/60 

3/90 

4/120 

4/120 

2/60 

4/120 

3/90 

3/90 

3/90 

2/60 

4/120 

3/90 

Stera-fix   

1/15 

Wright's  coal  tar  soap  ... 

2/30 

1/15 

1/15 

1/15 

